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in 1661. declare, when requir'd, 955 Names N 


tain'd i in the. ſaid Act of 1661. and 3 * all andeſtine, and ular Mar- 
kriages, the Celebrator of the ſaid Clan Marriages Thall be- Fer to. be ſum 
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ro give it as plain, aud et as full-an Anfaber , as the bet, and 
3 of handling it would admit of, and ſuch, as: 1 bope, is. 
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find it come our the ſecond time in Triumph > Bui poſibly,. 15 now || [| 
fairli enamin d and laid opens, it may prevent iis domg more Miſchief ;. I 
aud that was the main deſign: 1 had in miubling my ſelf about it. Gr 


HEN a Man pretends to be Wiſer than the Laws, and 
to have a better underſtanding than his Governors, 
both in Church and State, he ought to have Argu- 

ments, Clear almoſt to a Demonſtration, that he is in the right to op- 

poſe ſo Great an Authority; And if his Aſſurance do amount to an 
nd as he thinks; yet ſince it is againſt his Superiors, and 
thoſe the Higheſt he can have upon Earth, he is oblig d by all the 

Tyes of Humanity and Religion, to manage his Cauſe, with Humi- 

liry, Reſpe&, and Decency. 

He that oppoſes the Higheft Authority on Earth, without the 
utmoſt proof, that the Nature of the thing will bear; may, for ought 
he knows, reſiſt an Ordinance of God, in not ſubmitting to the 
Government. which God has plac'd in the World; for even Hu- 
mane Laws do oblige us, not only for Wrath, but for Conſcience 
ſake, if they are nor Inconſiſtent with ſome Precept of the Divine 


"Law; and a Man ought to be very ſure, that he acts upon the ſtrongeſt 


Grounds imaginable, leaſt in oppoſing the Supreme Authority, un- 
der God, he be found to fight againſt him that Ordain'd it. 
And ſuppoſing a Man to act upon the cleareſt conviction of Rea- 
ſon and Evidence, in oppoſition to the Government he lives under; 
et if he treats his Superiors with Contempt, and gives his Pen, or 


his Tongue a * to Inſult, and revile both the Laws, and their 
: B 
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Makers; as it is a -hrewd ſign of a PTY indefenſible Cauſe ; ſo it 


contradicts the plaineſt Rules of Chriſtianity, which forbid us to deſpiſe 


Dominions, or to ſpeab evil of Dignities. 

How far the Author of the Vindication of Marriages; as Solem- 
niz'd by the Presbyterians in the North of Ireland, has govern'd him- 
telf by either of theſe Rules, is evident to every unprejudic'd Rea- 
der; and J hope in the following Diſcourſe it is put beyond Diſpute, 
that he has had little Regard either to the validity of his Reaſons, 


or to any due decency in the Management of them : His Preface | 


which is generally allow'd to be the beſt part of his Performance, is fo 


| Manifeſtly Sophiſtical and Inſolent, that as the Arguments do by no 
| means become a Scholar, ſo the Language does much leſs become 


one who calls himſclf a Minilter of Chriſt. His very Firſt - Aﬀer- 
tion in it, is an impoſition upon his unwary Readers ; He fays, Tig 
| ſufficiently known, that a conſiderable Body of Britiſh Proteſtants, 
| who go under the name of Presbyterians, have long poſſeſs d the North 
| of Ireland: *Tis certain, that a conſiderable Body of them have 
Jong liv'd in the North of Irelaud; but by his leave, they are far 


from̃ being the Poſſeſſors of it. I am muclr miſtaken, if the beſt 


| Eſtates i in the North, be not in very different hands; nor can I believe, 
that the Land- Lords of other perſwaſions would agree to change 


their Intereſts with the Presbyterians ; and in common acceptation, 


as well as in good ſenſe, They are fi to Poſſeſs the Land, who 
| have the property of it. And this the Vindicator well knew but 
it is not the only Artifice he uſes to Magnifie his Party, and Aike 
| them appear Formidable. 'He goes on to tell us of their Loyal and 
Peaceable Diſpoſition ; of their oppoſing the Enemies of King Charles 
the Firſt, and of the great Services they did to the Brittifh Intereſt, 
| both i in the laſt Rebellion of the Iriſh, and in that of 1 641. Iam 


not willing to le ſſen any Good Impreſſion he is pleaſed to give of 


them; for I believe them Loyal and Peaceable enough, when Men 
| of his Figure and Character among them, ceaſe to blow the Trum- 


pet of War. And as I gladly Allow the Merit of their Services in f 

{ "the late Revolution, but not in the Inyidious way of Comparifon, | 

"that our Author has brought It in; fo 1 hope they ever conti- 
| | nue 
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than this ; That the Queen was Proteftant, not from the Convicti- 
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-nue ſteady to the true Brittifly Intereſt, whatever! wavermg Hxx. 
amdles ſome leading Men may ſet them. Ne Complements the Civil 
Government, and Conforming Laiety, at the heavy Expence of the 
Clergy ; who (He ſays) Have Deliver'd theſe Innocent Men to Satan, | 
becauſe they cannot comply with, and yield to their Impoſitions. How | 
true this is, the contrary Doctrine and Practice of the Eſtabliſnd 
Church may Convince every Man; it 1s far from being their Prin- 
ciple, to Damn thoſe who differ in Judgment from them: But if 
by this he means the Power of Excommunicating Obſtinate Sinners, ö 
the Eſtabliſh'd Church does Retain and Exerciſe it, and fo does the 
Church of Scotland, whereof he has been. a Member, even in the 
| Caſe before us. Ter he cannot admire the Policy of the Clergy; uh ta- 
king this courſe to make the Diſſenters Odious, muſt Proveke ſome | 
Conformiſts to think themſelves juch, and ſo increaſe the Number of | 
the. Diſſenters, by Baſtar dizing many of them, <vho. are Deſtended | 
from iarents Presbiterianly Marry d; Even the Conformiſts wil! 1. 
ſent the Clergies declaring them Sons of Whores. If the Clergy be 
out in their Politicks in this inſtance, It is their Comfort, they ate 
not like to loſe much by it; but this Gentleman being fo Kind 
to Admoniſh them, I would not be behind in Courteſie with him; 
and in return ſhall tell him, that the Clergy Baſtardize none, but 
ſuch as the Civil Government and Laiety had declar'd to be ſuch 
beforchand, ſo that he may recal the Complement he paid them; 
and poſſibly; he may not increaſe the Number of Converts, as he ima- 
gines in his way of treating the Clergy: For however Men may Differ 
in Opinion, neither ſide can be pleas'd to hear a Miniſter uſe ſuch 
Common Scurrilous Language, as that of Sons of Whores : '- : 
_ Neither can his next Inſtance be very Agreeable to any Man who | 
values the Reformation; I cannot think, he Deſign'd to give the 
Hapiſts a Handle againſt ir; but it would prove a harſh Argument 
from the Mouth ot a Papiſt, to ſay, That he could produce a Pro- 
a teſtant Min iter of ſome Eminence, Declaring, that it WA 9 great In. 
Autement to Queen Elizabeth 40 Oppoſe Popery; that the Papilts had 
declar th Her to be a Baſtard ; which is in plain Terms, no othet 
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on of the Truth, or from the Perfwaſion of Her Qontticnce, wav 
only from Secular Conſiderations.  _ 


| They whoare Acquainted with the Hiſtory of that Grear Princeſs, W 
| know the falſity of this Suggeſtion, and that She was Train'd up from 


Her tender Years, in Principles which difpos'd Herfor the Reforma- 


tion: and that She had been a Confeſſor for the Faith of Proteſtants: 
before She came to the Crown : But ſome Men have an Old. 


Quarrel to that Good Queeen, and dare aſſault Her inthe Duſt ; and 


let the W orld Judge, whether any of Her Popiſh Enemies could have 
done it, in a more Deſpiteful or Miſchievous way. Our Author is 


not yet out of his Fears for the Conformiſts; who are like to be 
Offended wittithis Clergy- Trick of Baſtardizing. He knows Perſons of 
Hrime Qualit) in the Kingdom; nay, he Fears even the Ring- Leader of 
this Contrivance may). be a Sufferer as well as others; and that he 
may not by any means Eſcape, he drags him to Execution, with an 
Old Latin ſcrap for his Motto; Nec enim Lex juſtior ulla, &e. 
It's ſtrange, that this Gentleman Fears ſhould wander ſo far from 


not certainly contradict at, yet it ſeems-of Kin, to that of his poſ- 


feffors-of the North of Ireland: Poſſibly there may be ſome ſingu⸗ ä 


lar Inſtance ; but he!, knows that Perſons of the beſt Quality 
among bis: own: People; do genetally - Marry by the Mi- 


niſters,. and with the Office of the Church Eſtabliſh'd, -#o - 
that he might have ſpar d his-Qualiry- Who he means by his Ring. 
Leader, 1 know not; but I gueſs it bras One, whom his Re flecti- 
on does not reach, bur whom he could not paſs bye having an 
Oh Grudge at a certain Book, e 4s. war 6c eee Wale. 
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Home, and leave their Maſter unguarded, who ſtands in ſo great need 
of them, Nec Domino proſumt, quæ proſunt omnibus Artes. He has 
in his Book Baſtardiz d to all Intents and Purpoſes, thoſe Deſcended 
from ſuch who were Married by Juſtices of the Peace in the late 
times of Uſurpation; and how many.of his own People this may 
Aﬀe&;, they may beſt Judge for themſelves; but for i Perſons 
of Prime ality, who have beer Presbyrerianty Martied, as 1 can - 
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it, Providedihe remember,; that the 
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ou he Pre fans 10 Sun; and 

that all places are not troubled. alike; but that intemperute Teal in ſome, 
and the lobe of. Maney: an OfÞer's be made them bad un pnabig 
Md: zd Ile BHO 25 i; - 

For my part. I hope nd bilicve,; thut none of the-ERablifh'd 

Clergy are concern'd in any ſuch Helliſh Deſign; and that neither 

mpt them to be Agents: for the Devil : 

But if he means, that any one of the\Olergy of the Church of 


Ireland believes chair Marriages Legal and Valid 1think*he is 


_ miſtaken; ſome of them perhaps are not able, and others not wil- 


ling to diſpute every Pretended Marriage with them; knowing their 
Zeal, and rhe Artifice they: have of making everything a Party Cauſe, . 
and how ill the Clergy fate, when they happen r6/cohtrovert wich 
them, thob it be for-hoinipliineſtyJuſtelt Rights, which this Author; 
and his; Congrega tion are not inſenſible of; and I doubt not, if He 
Eſtabliſh'd Miniſter ſhou'd Proſecute any one of them in the EC- 
cleſiaſtical Courts, for the vileſt Offence, or the moſt palpable In- 
juſtice, it wouꝰd e 1 We ts A re Zeal, "68 
the love of 1 r S * 0 
From the aforeſaid Confideribions,. He humbly Apes the thinking. 
and moderate Sons of the Church, «without Paſſion; Prejudice, to 
ſatishe him Impartially in theſe few Thmgs ; They re willing to dd 
Wilen Men N e always | 
anſwer, every queſtion,” that the weakelt can ask; e. 
However, They are for once willing to be Catechi „ and o 
acisfy this Magiſtetial Enquirer: - His firſt Queſtion is, 
her ber may not Gyu joint together Man a ibm ir Marvings: 
without be Conſent of ihe Clergy, aud Certmonits of the Church? 
Aud whether any Church dam put ſuch murried Perjons afinder? No 
renainlyy:Nhols whom God has put together, no, 1 5 or Men 
dan pnt afyndet utedalefb God: is pl 4646) this « (in ſome 
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e eee | 
ject to i ate dot conttadictor y to tis — Sb that 
as firſt queſtion; is:eafaly reſolv d; If God deſcends Mirsculduffy, 

Marry any Man or, Woman, He Superſedes the Laws; and that 


ig g is Good, if all Mankind oppos'd it but if not, then 
30d jy Ordain'd all Perſons to be Married, as the Legal Chriſtian 


Formgof theit Country «ppoinr'; 3 and Perſans thus Married, 710 Man | 


aff 


can put aſunder. 

His ſecond Queſtion Ms FRE 3 Fg 2 hether a Sum of Me- 
ne), paid by Agreement, inflead of 4 lawful Marriage, cats either 
refonm Mens Manners, or male an Illegal. Manriage ladful? We 
anſwer no, nothing can rectify an Illegal Marriage, but its being 


Solemniz d as it ought to be by Law: this Will anſwer the true ends 
of Reformation, in this particular: But the Deſign of this Queſtion, 


is a vulgar Inſinuatiqn againſt the Oortuption of the Eccleſiaſtical 


Courts; and if there have been ſuth:Abuſesy. every Good Clergy- 


Man wiſhes the Reformation of ibem. more hearty: by far, than 
any Diſſenter can do. IG vi 

"Hs third Queſtion 1 18 aan 1 in the deſigns and he 
good nature of it: Can the Clergy demand Money. for ſuch Marria- 
ger, as they themſelves declare to be null and void? and if they have 
taken Money upon this account ; are they not oblig d to refund? and to 
juſtifie his Queſtion, he brings he Sacred Hen moſt abuſively and 
impertinently, to countenance it. "IBID 

To this we anſwer, the Clergy can n no Money, but * 
Marriages duly Solemniz d; and the Law which gives them thoſe 
Dues, ſuppoſes all Marriages to be ſo Perform'd; and certainly they 
who pay fuch Dues, believe them to be good Marriages: Every 
Miniſter is Intituled to his Dues, for burying of the Dead e , 
if ome more Wiſe than all that ever went before them will throw 
their Dead into the Ground, without any Funeral Service, ſhall the 
Miniſter therefore loſe his Right? and if ſome will Marry in their 
own Way, mult.;the,Eftabliſh'd; Miniſter! cherefore loſe part: uf his 
legal Salary ? If che Perſpns thus Married. will own they are not duly 
Married, but that they live in Fornication, every Miniſter will be 
ready to refund the Money; if not, N ey will own, — 
Pay f for Not: TUO Fs | 


miſcuouſlyto. ſignify each other, . Ichink 1t.enpug! 
miſterious Query, to ſay, that he are 18 Ml. 


His fourth Queſtion is an impertinent diſtinction, between Adul- 


tery and Fornication; which TLermt, : as they are ſometimes us d 0 | 


o 
- 


- 


r 118 EE] 
Queſtion is indeed of great Importance, and Concerns 


His Fifth ; 


both the Diſſenters and Us, to conſi ider moſt ſerioufly, vig. A, hether 
the Breaches among us, be not nde enough ae but that fame muſt . 


be inventing new Engines; fon the private gains of a few, 10. drive us 


at a greater diſtance, who have all the reaſon that Men can have, to 


* 


Unite againſt the Common Enemy? Moft certainly, Our Diviſionsare 
too many and Wide, and need no New Engines. to inflame them, 
the Lord heal them, and in Mercy Convert the Inſtruments of 


them : And I would recommend it to the cool thoughts of our 
Diſſenting Brethren to Judge, whether railing this new Scruple 


againſt the Lawfulneſs of being Married by the Eſtabliſh'd Form and 


Clergy, which none of their Brethren in England have yet done , 


be not inventing a New Engine to Widen our Breaches, and to ſet 
us at the greateſt diſtance they can? They cannot deny, but that 
they are oblig d to Conform tous, as being the Legal Eſtabliſhment , 


unleſs our Terms of uniting be Sinful Whether they be or no in 


the Caſe of Marriage, the Engliſb Diſſenters are as good Judges, as 


their Northern Brethren in Ireland, and they have no ſuch Fears of 


them; and I hope the following Diſcourſe leaves them inexcuſable, 
as to any Pretence of Sinfulneſs. | | 


His Sixth Queſtion charges the Clergy with much Partiality ; as 


troubling only the [Presbyteri@ns about their Marriages, when Papiſts 
and Quakers: are ſuffer d to go free. Truly the Papiſts and Quakers 
would be much-oblig'd to the Author, to make good his Aſſertion: 
We allow the Presbyterian Marriages to be as Valid, as either the 
Papiſts or Quakers, or any others, hg are not Legally Solemniz'd; 
and if they eſcape Proſecution for their Marriages, ſo do the Pres- 
byterians. themſelves in many Places, as our Author juſt before ob- 
 ferv'd in bis Complement to ſome of the Moderate Clergy - So that 
the Profecutingg. or forbearing, is only imputable to the Conduct of 
particular Mem from, yhoſe managment, it is not fair to charge the 


Whole 


"1.6 


"whole Clergy With Partiality; but I cannot paſs by the remarkable 

"Apology le makes for Ou abr Proſetuting the Hapiſto, their Friefts 
ding Epifropul Ordinu tom, Which #he terians , wheeh 
5 6555 he) is a weak Subterfuge do ſuch as haue by Oath renounc'd all 

Foreign Ectleſcaſtiral Furiſdittion and Power, From which all Popiſh 
_Proeefts here derive their Orders. He might haveſpardthis learned 
*Digreflion'; the Papſis (as I faid) being equallyliablero Proſecuti- 
on with the Diſſentets ; btit he has given us a new:Notionof Holy 
Ordets, which in his Senſe are Deriv'd from Eccleſiaſtical Jurit- 
-di&ion; I belieye he is the firſt learned Divine that ever held this opi- 
Hiötf TRA Agtee, tliat Ordersate from Chriſt the Supreme Head 
of tRPOHNEHaIhdtch';, and chat Eecleſiaſtical Power and Juril- 
diction, arè the Reſult of and Appendant to Holy Orders, and not 


che Otiginal of them. But it's no matter how Caufes and Effects 


*pifhly PA Reg I 1 ot 


are confounded, fince it ſetves to Inſinuate, that the Clergy are Po- 
4 8 e 6 i 1995 WH an 
lis Taft Queftich is, Mas Diferenceis paid ro Her Majeſty's 


Royal HHford, which' She has paſt to the Diſſenters; aſſuring them of / 


- 


Her Protection, which (as the V indicator affirms) is nothing more 


than Diſpenſing with ſome Ecclęſiaſtit Canons. 


It muſt be own'd one great Inſtance of Her Majeſty's Goodneſs 
to, and Protection of the Presbyteriuns, that they have nothing to 
complain of, but the Reſtraint of their Miniſters Celebrating Mar- 
riage; I never. Remember, that this was ever reckon'd under the 


head of Hardſhips or Perſecutions, by any Se& of ſuffering Chriſti- 


ans, who (for ought that appears) always comply'd with the ſettled 
Cuſtoms in every Government, which they happen'd to Live under: 
| And it ſounds harſh, from a Member of that Church, 
(ad). The += 4 tinith ee the Non. compliance with theiriMarri 
Scors A& of Which puniſhes the Non- compliance with their Marria- 
Parliament in ges, -with'a Sentence as cruel as Death. The Presbyte- 
chesppendix. rians of the North, would do well to conſider, that 
other fort of Returns are due for the benefits and liberty which 
they enjoy, and how ill it becomes them to quarrel with Io SU- 


periors in this Point; hen their better and elder Brethren in England, 
ho have an Act of Parliament to ſecure them, vhich theſe have not; 


. as afevere Impetition.” 5 


yet have never i: otelented'the: want of chat liberty as a Grievance, nor 
à ſevete In dn.” Their Miniſteis enjoy the free exerciſe of 
every Offic-» which is eſſentially or properly a part of:the Miniſters 


Putv- and they are pleas'd and thankful for it; ours have the ſame 
; 1 j 


adyan-2ges, by a Connivance only, yet want to incroach on the Ci- 


vi pover, in telling the Magiſtrate, that the Perſons he has Appoint- 


ted Marry, are incompetent; and that they will not ſubmit to 
tber. Neither are they fo grateful for Her Majeſty's gracious Pro- 


_ ctiunas' they ſhouid be; They tell Her plainly, it is no more than 


r 


contain an Epitome of all his Arguments, whither by this ſcantling, 


they judge them worth making ſo much noiſe and buſtle with; and 
to be of ſuch Importance, as for their ſakes to revive a Controverſie 
which has long flept in filence, and which might by God's Provi- 
dence.” and in his good time, be Compos d, if ſome turbulent Spi- 
rits did not Rudy to embroil the Parties, and to mag niſte every little 
trifle into an Occaſion of greater Diſcord and Confuſion. What end 
fuch Men driye at; or what account they find in theſe: Methods, I 
am not willing to gueſs; ſure Jam, to whatever ends they may 


ſetve them in this World, they will be found of dreadful Account 


in the laſt Day, in the preſence of that God, who has Commanded 
us to ſtudy to be quiet, and to live peaceably, as far as poſible with 
all Men; and 0 pur ſue thoſe things which make for Peace, and things. 
wherewith one muy ca another. e 
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or to be Non - Conformiſts in other Matters. 
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„ Shaun BL/ArP. VVV 
LTovever tedious and troubleſome it is, to follow the Steps of | - 
II fome Autheis, who Love to wander from their Subject, and | | 
by a vain Oſtentation of, Learning, to make injpdicious Readers 
believe that whatever they advance, is both Pertinent and Unanſwe 4 
rable : I have choſen this unpleaſant, Task of following the Vindi- 
cator in his own Method, and of examining his Arguments, as he 
has laid them down by Chapters; that even his Admurers may. be | | 
ſtript of that popular pretence, that I have only Singled out a few f| - 
of the eaſier things to anſwer, bur that, for his more Learn d and be 
deeper Notions, I have prudently paſs d them b) BY 
Indeed : were his diſcourſe addreſs d to Men of Learning, I need- 44 


— . 


\ 
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® 
, 
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ed not have taken either: the pains U caution to, purſue, hum thro! 
his Mazes. Such Readers would cally diſcern, that 10 One Thir d 
of his Pamphlet, is any way to his purpoſe; Nor any of his Eearned p, 


"Quota- 
EI 2 , * 
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before he.enter'd-upon fo prolix a Treatiſe about it. 


(a5) 
Quotations: ayailable. to the Concluſion that he deſigus to chaſe? 
But an unwary and unskilful! Reader (ſuch as hel, Principal 
intended to amuſe with his Vindication) can hardly imagine, that 


ſo many words ſhould ſigniſie nothing to his purpoſe, and that he 
ſhould laviſh ſo much: Learning; barely ro Aſtoniſh thoſe: WhO do! 
not underſtand it It is chiefly for their ſakes, that -T anſwer the 
Vindicator in his own way; who might otherwiſe: be effectually 


contuted with far leſs pains, and leſs S N of Tens _ gon 
1 begin with his Iutroductiuu, 


Where a Man might rationally haye expected Coins 3 De | 
ſinition of Marriage; to have.a Right notion of his Sui Stated, 
But he wiſely 
avoided that, knowing that ſuch a Foundation; however neceſſary, 
would never admit of the duperſtruckure that he has rais d, "_ 


| would have confuted all his undertaking. 14 


Leaving therefore his Main point unde find, che froltRemark- 
able Obſervation he makes, is of our partakigg.\with the Papiſts in 
that Evil Deed and Doctrine, of our obſerving; and advuncing a. 
Canon of the Council of Trent; for: our Rule of Marriage and Hu- 
communicating other Preteſtants for their not obſerwing it. A pretty 
bold ſtroke this to begin with, to charge that Church with. the Ob- 
ſervation of the Council of Trent, which: firſt threw off Popery, 
and has ever ſince been the Bank and Parrier againſt it. Such a 
Foul Accuſation as this, ought to be well prov'd ; but he more 
modeſtli takes it for granted, having Qubted the Canon it ſelf; e 
knew in his Conſcience, that the Eſtabliſn'd Church has rejected | 
the Authority, and never admitted any, Decree or Canon ofthe Council 
of Trent; and yet to ſerve his turn, can without regret, obtrude 
ſo baſe a Calumny: and what Treatment the Church! is to expect 
before the end of his work, any Impartial Man may Judge by this 
Beginning. Taking therefore for granted, that tis upon this Foun- 
dation that both Church and State do build their Proſecution againſt 
the Presbyterian Marriages; (thaty which there cannot be a more 
unjuſt or opprobrious Reflection) he attempts to vindicate the 
ds Marriages, by ſhoving toſs! fiye things. 
C 2 COT iſt. That. 


t. That. they Jadge- Faria, FM Ordinanoe of God, and 
rad) State of Life, Religiouſlyto' be enrerd in brall: Chriftians, 
in the Proof of which, he has ſpent twelve long Pages; and 1 
know no Chriſtian that he has for an adverſary ; ea none of 
the Eſtabliſh'd Church, which in the Exhortation to the Office of 
Matrimony, has expreſs d her ſenſe of this matter very full. 
2d. That it ts highly expedient, à Miniſter of the Word be reſent 
thereat, to Inſtruct, Exhort, &c. Which he Proves in Eight Pages 


more ; and which we think, as highly decent, as he does expedient, 


and therefore do always Celebrate Marriage by a Miniſter. 
zd. That they cannot with good Conſcience conform to the Solem- 
nizing Marriage, by the Form in the Book of Common-Prayer, by. 
which he Condemns all his Brethren in England, and the other 
parts of Ireland: And this Prerence all be Examin'd in its proper 


Place. Bon 34 3{ 61 


which I ſhall-likewiſe duly Examine... 

5th. That Excommuntcating or Proſecuting chang Miniſters * 
Marrying, or the Perſons Marry d by them,” is iucouſſſſenr with the 
Laws, and wntharitable and unjuſt. ; a heavy charge, if he could 
haye made it good from the Management of his Premiffes, and 


which I hope will be made appear to be a Meer noiſe, to make 


the Church Odious, and to gain Credit to his Suffering Brethren, 


as he would have the World believe them. 


The Vindicator begins his Firſt Chapter, with a Deſeripeion of 


Marriage, which with Submiſſion, I take to te a very Imperfect One. 


He ſays, IN is the Conj unction One Man and Woman Marr iage- 
able by their juſt, full, andexpreſs Conſent, to Live at Husband and 
Wife, in Obedience to theſe Laws, and for theſe Ends which God 
hath Ordain'd in this Inſtitutiun. This indeed may be a Deſcrip- 
tion of the Married Life, but not of that which Conſtitutes the 
Marriage; Whieh was the thing that he ought firſt of all to have 
Settled : When he calls it a Conjunttion, he leaves us in the Dark, 
28. to I Ard 1 ay "for it rde either before or after Marri- 
| ages 


Ath. That klei diaet of ev; is Sen to the Wor 4 of ; 
God, Laws of Naturg and Nations, Laws 10 Fe: Land, 3 


Endleſs Joys or Torments: 
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age, if it be that which Precedes the . it is PALEY 


ſo call'd by any Man Treating on this Subject; if the meaning be 
of the Conjunction after; This I take for the Conj unction of the 
Marriage Bed, which is fomew hat conſequent upon Marriage ; fo 
that by an Ambiguous Term, he has Evaded that, which ought to 
be the cleareſt part of his Book: Then he ſays, it is of Perſons 
Marriageable. which ſeems to me, to be the defining of the ſame 
thing by it ſelf: As if I ſhould call a Fire, the Conjunction of things 
Fireable ; by which we have no New notion of the thing Deſcrib'd. 

The reſt of his Deſcription does indeed, point out to the Duties of 


a Married State, but is far from informing! us, in what Act, or Acts, 


che Eſſentials of Marriage do conſiſt. Our Enquiry is, what is that 
which Ties, or makes the Band of Marriage; Elis Deſcription 


gives this Anſwer, It is the Conjunction of One Man and Woman 


Living as Husband and Wife in obedience to Gods Laws, &c. 
This only tells us what the Married State is; but for that, by which 
we are admitted, either by God or Man, to Live in this State, it is 
utterly ſilent. If I ſhould ask, what it is to Die? It may be An- 
ſwered thus ; it is leaving this World, and going into a State of 
This informs me truly of the Conditi- 
on of Man after Death; but it gives me no inſtruction, in the thing 
deſir' d: viz. What it is to Die? for then the Anfwer muſt be, 
that Dying is the Separation of Soul and Body till the Day of Judg- 
ment ; ſo I fay, this Authors Deſcription has inform'd us, of the 
Married Condition, but not, what it is to Marry. Now becauſe, 
che Main of our Controverſy will turn upon this, and it might have 
fav'd him a great deal of needleſs Writing, and Reading; to have 
fx d a. true and proper Definition of Marriage: before I proceed, 
I ſhall Endeavour to fer that Matter in a true Light, and there 

prevent abundance of unneceſſary Labour, and Groundleſs Diſpu- 
ting. To avoid therefore all manner of . I fhall State the 


Queſtion fully and plainly thus. 


What is that which makes @ ſingle Man and Woman, who haves 
right to diſpoſe of themſelves, io become Husband and Mie? for in 
Hat A; or Ads, whatever they, be, an does truly and mw 


( 18 -_ 
l conſiſt: To which answer That a Mutual, Solemn, free Con. 


ſent, actually given to take each other for Husband and Mife, 1s That 
whereby they become Husband and Wife; and conſequently the doing 


of chis is, a Formal and Real Marriage. That the Conſent of the 
: Perſons Marrying muſt. be free and mutual, admits of no doubt, 
that it muſt be ſolemn and ſerious, I think no Body can diſpute-; 
and when two Perſons have thus conſented to cach other in this man- 
ner; then is there as little diſpute, that they are in the ſight of God, 
Hlusband and Wife; for the Mutual Vow between them, does 2 

lige each of them in Conſcience ; nor can all the Power on Earth 
dilfotue or annul it. But becatile every Man and VVoman is a 
Member of Society and conſequently accountable to the Societ: 


they live in, for their Conduct and Behaviour, and eſpecially in this 


Matter, wherein the very being of all Societies is ſo highly Con- 
cern d. Therefore it has been the Wiſdom Of all Governments, that 
no Man and Woman ſhall co-habit together, by vertue of the pri- 
vate Vow or Contract, which they have paſſed to each other, till 
they have made a public Solemn A cknowledgement and Declaration 
"of that Vow, to [atisfie the: Government of the truth of it; and that 

they have thereby put themſelves under ſuch Duties, and Obligati- 
ons, as the Reſpective Governments have laid upon every Man and 
Wife The reaſonableneſs and benefit of ſuch a Declaration, can 
be deny'd by none, whotown themſelves Members of, and accoun- 
table to any Society they live in; neither is it any Controverſy a- 
8 mong Men of Knowledge and Learning, but that every Govern- 
ment has the undoubted Right to Appoint, by what Perſons, and in 


what manner they will Receive and ratify this Declaration; and to 


look upon ſuch Marriages as Null and Void, which have not this 
legal Santtion, or Ratification.” But beſides the being Members of 
Humane Society, every Chriſtian Man and Woman are Members 

of that Society, whereof Jeſus Chriſt is the Glorious Eternal Head, 
which is, His Univerſal Church in Heaven and Earth: In Hee: 
ven they neither Marry nor are given in Marriage; but the Church 
on Earth muſt be propagated and continu'd by it, as the Inviſible 
one in ey" is i an daily * and filPd. 1 the 
core 


A | 1 9. 

(cok of this Relation, every Chriſtian. is oblig d to obſerve thoſe 
Rules in Marrying, which Jeſus: Chriſt has left, and Commanded : 
And theſe Rules being only general, ſuch as reſpe& Holineſs, Purity, | 
and Sanctification in the choice we make, and the Love, Tempe- 
rance, and Education in Piety, which attend the future Conduct of 
a Married Life. A Chriſtian Marrying with a due knowledge of 
theſe general Obligations, and reſolving heartily to obſerve Them, 
has fulfill'd all that our Saviour Commands do exact from thoſe who 
are about to enter into the State of Matrimony. He that chuſes a 


Mife, chiefly for the promoting of Piety and Holineſs, and be- 


© 
iug Married, lives with Love, Peace, and Sobriety, and endea- 


vours to Educate his Children in the fear of God; has anſwerd all 


that Jeſus Chriſt has-requir'd from Perſons Marry d: Nor has our 


Bleſſed Saviour Impoſed any new Terms or Conditions upon Per- 


ſons entring into: the State of Marriage, except thoſe of greater Pu- 


rixy, of preventing a plurality of Wives, and Marrying within the 
degrees forbidden; In all other things, He has permitted His fol- 
lowers, to enter into that State as they formerly. did; nor has he at 
all Cancell'd, but rather ſtrengthen d the Obligations we lye under, of 
being accountable to the Civil Government; to prevent the innumera- 
ble Miſchiefs and Confuſions, which would certainly otherwiſe enſue. _ 
Where I ſaid, that the Civil Government, has a Right to look p- 
on „ ſuch Marriages, which have not the Legal Sauction or Ratiſ cation 
to he Null and Coid. I do not mean that they can diſſolye the Tye 
and VowW of Marriage made in the Preſence of God. ; for that (as L 
faid) no Human Power can do; but that the Civil Magiſtrate may. 
and ought to conſider ſuch Vase as never made; to all intents and 
Purpoſes of Civil: Society; and the Perſons Cohabiting upon that 
ſecret Contract (not; ratified as the Eaws do appoint) to be in the 
Gghtrandſenſe of the Law; Fornicators, and their iſſue Illegitimate: | 
” Tis poſiible, that Perſons cohabiting in Vertue of that private 
Gontra&, may not in the ſight of God be adjudg'd guilty.of the: 
Sintgf Fornication; but in the Eye of the Law, they mult be look d 
upon as ſuch, the Magiſtrate not being Aurhoriæ d to regard ſuck” 
Cette till 3255 de e T he Sin of w hich theſe Per- 
ens. 


8-4 1 Gi wn, 


ſons are uilty! before God, is the Refuſing or NegleQingto obeythe 
Lawful Commands of the Government they Live under: And for 
this Refuſal, the Government is oblig'd to look upon them as For- 


nicators. 


In every Chriſtian Marriage ee there are theſe 
T 175 Conditions abſolutely neceſſar: | 


The actual conſent of the ink entrin ginto char State, =" 
raking cach other for Man and Wife in the Preſence of God'; and 


this in Gods ſight, is an indiſſolvable Marriage. 
2d. The Confirming and ratifying this Vow ; for the farisfadti- 
on of the Government they Live under, and in ſuch manner, and 
by ſach Perſons as that Government has appointed to do this. | 
34. The making ſuch a prudent choice of Husband or Wife, 
and the Living afterwards in the diſcharge of all Marriage Duties, as 


Chriſt has appointed. 


The Firſt of theſe, couttiunes a true, ' Pi oper: and eſſential Mar- | 


riage ; and whoever is ſo Married, and ſhall aftetwards Marry 


other, whilſt the Contracted Parties are Living; do in the ſight of 


God, incur the Guilr of having Two Husbands, or Wives. 

The Second makes the Marriage valid, to all the Ends and Pur- 
poſes of Civil Society: 
neither the Perſons Marrying, nor their Iſſue, are Intitled to 
any benefit, or ſecurity, which the Laws of all Well-govern'd So- 


- Cieties provide, for Husband and Wife, and the lawful Iſſue of the 


Marriage Bed: For without this, no Government can look upon 

ſuch Marriages as ever made, that known Rule taking place, moſt 

certainly in this caſe, viz. The ſame account muſt be made of things 
which do not appear, and of things which never were in being, And 


no Marriage can appear to the Government ; bur in the way that the 


Government has Commanded it to be made evident. 


A man may 
have a Real Title to an Eſtate, yet if he do not, or cannot make 


it appear, in the way the Laws have preſcrib'd, his Title ſignifies 


nothing ; and however, juſt it may be before God ; it ſhall not at 
11 avail him ; till he has prov'd : and manifeſted it in a Legal man- 
And thus a Private Marriage Contract, or a Marriage made in 

any other way, than the- Laws of the Land 00 direct, however 
REIN: id 


— 


And without the due performance of it, 


( 21 
«aid 1e be in the ſight of LAS, yet till it is Prov'd and So- 
lemnized in the way that our Law-pivers: have ordaiſ d, muſt be 
look d upon, as no Marriage ; and the Farties fo W N 
as s living 1 in Adultery or Fornication. 
The Third Condition (tho” not Eſſential to the eig pf, Mar- 
riage yet) I hope, no Miniſter of Chriſt, will diſpute, to Bf 


abſolute neceſſity to the well being, and proſperity of the Perſons 
entring, or enter'd into that State ; and tho? a Marriage may be va-- 


lid both in the fi ight of God and Man, without the Obſervation of 
choſe Rules; yet that Marriage can neither be TOs nor” N (} 


Chriſtian, where they are Neglected or Defpis'd. 


Having given this plain, and, I think, undeniable account * 
that where nn Marriage properly does conſiſt: I ſhall Examine what 
he has advanc'dagainft it, in his firſt Chap. wherein his whole dofign 
and endeavour is to > Prove, that Marriage is Gods Ordinance, and ought 
to be Religtouſly enter'4 into. If he had Heathens for his Adverfaries; 
this had been a Laudable Undertaking ; But its impoſſible to make 
it pertinent to any Diviſion of Chriſtians, none that I ever heard of, 
having as, yet deny'd it: And if our Author may be believ' d, the 
Heathens themſelyes were of this Opinion; or, he had ae | 
fo many of them to Prove it. Vindic. Fag. 17. 

But tho? his Concluſion be good, it 1s not his good Fortune to 
draw it from 1445 Premiſſes; moſt of his e are ho 5 


4 


1 5 none, but thoſe ſet apart, for the more immediate Sevic of 


God, as is plain from Pag. 9. 10. Sc. And indeed the whole 


Firſt Chapter ſeems to import little leſs: Now tis certain, that 


| thro? the whole Scripture, we do not find, that Marriage is made 


any neceſſary or eſſential part of the Miniſterial Hie Or, that 


N 


and maintain rhat'tis with moft Decency and Ex liency perftrm's 


by them ; but from hence, to make it Inſeparable from the Office, 


1 NN rf» | ſeems 


ſeems to be a preſcribing to Mankind, in a matter, wherein,God has. 
left chem free; and I would recommend it to his cooler thoughts, to 
conſider, what an advantage he has hereby given the Papiſts, to 
juſtifie the notion of a Sacrament : For if Marriage be a moſt Hol) 
Ordinance of God, and a part of his worſhip, and which all Men 
are bound to enter into (as he Rediculouſly aſſerts in the latter end 
of that Chapter) and that it conveys the Grace of danctiſication, when 
dulyperform'd ; hen have the Papiſts got every thingrequiſitetoa da- | «7, 
crament in it, except the outward ſign; And he may be aſſur'd, they | - 
will not be long at a loſs for that: Zoyning of Hands, . being aſſig nd 
by the Author. This Conſequence may poſſibly have eſcap'd our 
Authors Obſervation, in his Zeal and Eagerneſs for his Cauſe. 
But it ſeems to have fallen providentially from his Pea, to make 
him more modeſt and cautious for the future, how he diſtributes 
his Scandal of  Popery to the Eſtabliſh'd Church, which he has 
done very laviſhly thro? his whole Vindication, yet Iam confident, 
that in all the Writings of Church Men upon this Subje&, it were Z 
impoſſible to find ſo many Advantages given to the Papiſts Cauſe | © 
of making Marriage a Sacrament, as he has furniſh'd in Iwo or ] lit 
Fhree Chapters of this Injudicious Treatiſe. Beſides, the Vindi- Di 
cator would do well to conſlder, how Abſurd and Indecent it looks | cal 
an him, to be ſo free with his Aſperſions of Popery, who joyns at | rie 
his time with the Papiſts, in running down, and Vilifying the be/t | lar 
ſecurity, both for the Proteſtant Religion, and Proteſtant Succeſſion, | Mi 
that the Wiſdom of both Nations could invent ;; I mean, the Abjura- | tle: 
nion Oath which he and ſome of his Brethren, do ſtill reſuſe to | ang 
comply with. _ | 13 1 5 
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It is to no purpoſe to purſue our Author, im all the miſtakes he has Off 
committed in this Chapter : They do not much advantage his cauſe, | vail 
nor in the leaſt tend to Proving his Main Deſign, the Legality-of | . gw1 
Presbyterian Marriages : I only deſire to obſerve this in general, 1 
that where he brings in ſo many Nations providing by their Laws, Oel. 
tor the Solemnizing of their Marriages 15 ſcems an unanſwerable the 
Argument againſt him ; that every Nation has its Pec 119 way of Mar- aot 
Triage ſettled by Law, to which all their Subjects dic | ſubmit Fri pro} 
{ENTS LITRE 3 they 2: 


"HIS 


(23) 


chey who did not, were always:.reckon'd Adulterers : To confirm 
_ which;Iſhall conclude with his own Obſervation in Pag. 20. Num. 4. 
viz. The Civil Magiſtrate is inrapacitatè to Terrifie- Euil Doers in 
this kind ; unleſs by good Evidence, it can be made appear to him: 
And as Adultery, Poligamy, &c. might -paſs unpanſh'd, ſo theſe 
who might otherwiſe lawfully Marry, could not expect the Magiſtrates 
Protection in their Civil Rights, as Married Perſons, when they 


could not by good evidence juſtifie their Title to them. 


i 


a A — a „* 1 P 
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{NUR Author having prov'd abundance in his firſt Chapter. 

” which no Chriſtian ever deny'd : He goes on in the ſecond, 
much after the ſamerare; to ſhew us, what parts of Religious Wor- 
ſhip are requiſite at Marriage; and by whom they are to be perform d. 
O pon the firſt of theſe, he has given us a ſort of Directory for an 
Office of Matrimony, which 1 believe, his Brethren will give him 


little Thanks for; not only, as it argues the want of this in their Old 


Directory, but as it is a moſt improper and imperfect Direction; I 


call it improper ; becauſe ſome of them are more ſuitable tothe Mar- 


ried State, than to the Celebration of Marriage, ſuch as, a particu- 


lar Explication of Marriage-Duties, to be then inſiſted on by the 
Miniſter Officiating, and ſome Ochers: And I would ask this Gen- 


tleman, ſince he has made all theſe Religious Offices to be of Moral 
and Eſſential Neceſſity, to the Celebration of Marriage; What 
account he will give us of thoſe Marriages where the Juſtices of Peace 
Officiated, which being in the time, that his-own Profeſſion pre- 


vail'd he ought to have given ſome Satisfaction in that point to his 
own People, if not to thoſe who differ from img. 


% 4 
* — 


I call his Directory Imperfect; becauſe he expreſsly excludes the 


Celebration of the Lord's- a on and deſigning to thruſt it out in 


che worſt company he could, hel joins it wifh Ceremonies; Ihope, 
proptiating'this Office to the Miniſterial, be Valid, vg. that it was 


(24), 
fo practic d at all times, nad in all places, I believe, that Ceremo- tl 
nics, and perhaps, the Sacrament too, may {till remain in the Office b. 
of Matrimony. This Author allows, that bleſſing God for the Re- 4 
Iation it ſelf. is one neceſſary Part of Religious Worlhip 

8 5 L to be then perform'd : I doubr. not, but by Blefling h1 
Soc, he means, Praiſing him, and giving him thanks; 


ad, 1 . Tr would be worth his pains to tell us, whether we can 
expreſs our Thanks to God, or Praife, or bleſs him fo acceprably, ti 
as in that Holy Communion, which he knows, is of all the 1 

rts of Chriſtian Worſhip, peculiarly calPd the Euchariſt, th 
or Thankſgiving ; and why this ſhould be:excepted on fo Solemn hc 


an Occaſion, it is not eaſie, nor perhaps charitable to gueſs ; cer- 
rainly, if the Ordinance it felt be Holy, and the Celebration of it | _ 
Serious, Devout, and Religious; no fitter occaſion; can offer, for | *E 
Men to praiſe. God, as the Author of all Bleſſings, Spiritual and Ce, 
Temporal: But 1 wiſh: „that this were the only Opportunity in ip 
which our Author, and his Brethren, judg'd the Sacrament of the () 
Lord's-Supper unneceſſary; and that he would be at ſome pains, ro | % 
make fome of our Blefled Saviour's Commands ro reach the Mini- 2 
ſters, with reſpett to reaching the Neceflity, and Ends, | 
and frequency of this Duty to the People, as he bas, | ©: 
ſtrain d fo many of them, to prove Marriage ah Inſeparahle parrot b 
the Miniſterial Office, which yet he owns. it is not. 1 
But leaving our Author's Directory, as no way pertinent tohis pur⸗ th 
pole, I come to examine his Proofs, that the Celebration of Mar- | 
riage is part of the Miniſterial Office : And fiiſt 1 would obſerve, th 
that tho? all his Arguments conclude fon the Neceſſity of its be- m. 
ing ſo: Jet Pag. 23. be gives up the Cauſe before hand, and ſays, | 
that tis only requiſite ad Adee and: to the decent Solemnizing. N 
Howe ver afterwards, he endeavours to prove, that it is patt of the Mini- | P? 
e WV on ,Pag.23.andthatfrom divers Paſſages, and Texts of both | © 
———7.. the Daytof theiApaeny mit a 
5 now, all Chriſtian Churches Whatever, haye judg d it of 
Duty <0 b their Miniſters in chis Werk, and that theretpre, | ©: 
it muſt be an 1 Co CINE that from he min 


"his. 
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this hath been obſer w d in all, Chriſtian Chutc hes, if nor from rhe 
beginning of Chriſtianity'; and afterwands, Ag. 27. he inakes it e- 
qually the Miniſter's Duty, with Baꝑtizing Infants : And this be- 
ing the Adminiſtration of à Chriſtian Sacrament, is certainly inthe 
highe ſ degree, a part of the Miniſterial Oftice. ::>Nowy/\how:to: re- 
concile al) this with bare Pęcency and Expediency, is beyond any: 
ordinary Capacity, and a Work worthy of his Learning and Sub- 
rilty. I am ſure, if our Author's Arguments have any force, they 
mult either make the Celebration of Marriage an Efſential Duty of 
the Miniſterial Office; or make every; then part of that Office, to 
depend on meer Necency, or Expediency and he may ſplit on 
which of theſe Rocks he pleaſes, een ii 

But, Pag. 24. he has undertaken to anſwer the Objections made 


againſt. his- Principles, v. That there is beither Precept nan Pro- 


cedent in the Old og New Teſtament, for Prpphets, Prieſts or G. 
fpel- Miniſters being Employed in this Work, by vertue of their 
Office, and therefore, that they cannot rationally preſume to any 
Right of Officiating, in this Matter. Ta this he anſwærs, byanother 


Objection; that if fo, It is equally valid againſhithe Eſtabliſhd 
Clargy, as againſt them; True if the Efabliſh'd Clergy claimd 


it. in Right of their Office, as an Eſſential part of it; but our Author 
knows, that they Exerciſe it, only as more fit and Decent, and nor 
of abſolute Neceſſity. But then ſays he, gon der ueguur Power from” 


* 7 


the Civil M. 4giſtn ate; and if-fog the Power: You exencofe is Cuil, and a 
who made you Adminiſtrators. of Civil Jullice? Before he asked 
this Queſtion, he fhould have ſhewn the abſurdity cf Minifters Ad- 
nuniſtriog, Civil Juſtice :,, Certainly in æà Ghriſtian Goverment , 
where Miniltery may be ſuppos dito underſtand equally-with their 
Neighbours, and to be under ſtricter Obligations of doing im- 
putial Juſtiee, this can be no ſuch Ipcongrnons thing ; and elpe- 
cially, fince in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, they will find frequent 
Occaſions, of exergiting Charity; and ein particulan, that branch 
of it, which conſiſts in making. Peace, and reconciling Diſ- 
ſentians. Bus to our Author's Qbjection;: that Celebrating Mar- 
riage is a: Civil Act, becauſe dene, in vectue of the Civil Power : 
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Lanſwer no; the Ad of Celebration, i is a Religious Act; but ex- 
erted, and done, at the inſtance of the Civil Magiltrate ; Praying and 


may not theſe be done, at the Inſtance or Order of the Civil Go- 
vernour ? And when they are perform d in obedience to him; do 
they therefore ceaſe to be Religious, and become Civil ? Even this 
Gentleman, did once, and moſt of his Brethren do ſtill hold them. 
ſelyes oblig'd; to Pray and Preach, and Exerciſe other Duties of Re- 
ligious Worſhip, on Days appointed by Autherity for Publick Faſts 
and Thankfgivings; and I ſuppoſe, they ſuit their Devorions to 
the Occaſion: ; as in obedience to the ſame! Atithority at theſerimes, 
the Church Governours compoſe Forms of Prayer : Does the Civil 
Magiſtrates Command, make all theſe Devotions meerly Civil; or 
an Exereiſe of the Civil Power no certainly, neither is it any more 
the Exerciſe of a Civil Fower, to compoſe Forms of Prayer or the 
Celebration of Matrimony: Iu both Caſes, the Occaſions are great 
and Solemn ; the Magiſtrate orders the Solemnity of both to be 
perform d by the Miniſters ;/ but the Manner and Form is wholly 
Jeft to them : and they ſuit it as they think fit; 'the only Dit- 
ference is, that the One is a conſtant Form; and OH" Other Ota. 
onal :, But who ever imagin'd either of them to be Civil, and not 
Religious; becauſe they were of the Magiſtrates appointing? This 
being the only thing which looks like an Argument in this Chapter, 
I have therefore given it a full anfwer; and in ſo doing, to all the 
Triumphing Queries which oy Author has 'Mulciplied, « on this ſup⸗ 
pos d Advantage. PAY 
"ng our Author quits a wy comes 10 the Mette of the 
Cauſe, and Endeavours to Thew* 'both* Precedent "and © 
Precept in Scripture, for this being a pait of the Miniſte- 
rial Office His Precedents, he would bring from the- Patriarchal | 
and the Moſaick Oeconomy: From both which, all that he aims to 
Prove is, that this Power was in the Fathers of Families, and they 
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were always Prieſts till Moſes Law /; and in all the time from Moſes | 


1 Mr 1. 0 Chriſt, he has not attempted one "Precedent, ſcarce 
4 


Ne e 


Praiſing and Bleſſing God, are certainly Religious Acts; and 


any colour of be And to ſhew wor he 


= ” C2893 

EX- | -mariages his Cauſe, even in that of the Patriarchal State, where he has 
nd ſome ſhadow of reaſon, be places the Power: of, Celebrating 
nd Marriage in the Heads of Families, as ſuch, and not r 


50 as Prieſts: If it be ſaid, (ſays our Author) that what they 
do did, was as Father's, and not as Prieſts, we anſwer, that as Fathers 


his they were Prieſis; which plainly reſolves the whole power, both of 
m- Marrying and Prieſt-hood, into the Right of a Father: Were this as 


de- he affirms, certainly we ſhould find upon the Prieſt-hoods being 
{ts givento one Family that this power of Marrying was convey'd with 
o | it; which yet he does not pretend to prove, but from remote and 
155 far fetch d Conſequences; and which are not Worth the Conſi- 
a dering. _ ot: bf oe oo ea OTC, Af 

Or However his Proofs from the New-Teſtament, are more Extra- 
re ordinary, which are from ſome general Frecepts of Chriſt and his 
e Apoſtles; I ſhall mention them, to let the World ſee, how little there 
70 is to be had from thence; and what a good Talent this Gentleman 
JE has at drawing Conſequences; the thing to be prov'd is, that the Ce- 


y | Jebration of Marriage, is part of the Miniſterial Duty: The Texts 
f= | he quotes for it are theſe ; Teaching them to obſerve all i hings, what- 
1. ſoever 1 have commanded jou, Matth. 28. 20. . Exhort in ſeaſon, 
t | and out of ſeaſon, 2 Tim. 4. 2. Let all thinc» be done Decently and 
IS n Order, 1 Cor. 1 4. 40. I exhort therefore, that firſt,of all ſupplicati- 


I ons, Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of thanks," be made for all Men, 
A for Kings, and all that are in Authority, 1 Tim. 2.1. From all 
1 which, it plainly follows, that the Power of Celebrating Marriages is 
: part of the Miniſterial Function: Vet if that does not follow, cer- 
1 tainly this will, that he has neither Precedent nor Precept in the Neu- 
4 Teſtament. But our Author fancying he has prov'd his point unan- 
. ſwerably, can find but one Evaſton more, that the Clergy: can lay 
J A hold on, to get out of this Difficulty, atid that is, admittingall he has 
f faid , That they are no Miniſters; as wanting Epiſcopal © 
1 Ordination, and therefore, the) (the Presbyterians) have Pape . 


. n0:pretence.ro Officiate. Upon this ur Author is willing to joyn 
Iſſue, and come to a fair Tryal: Jeannot blame him to drop his 
Cauſe, as he has manag'd it, for any othet; yet I would adviſe him, 
my | not. 


(28) 


not to ſtir up thoſs Embers, Which may poſſibly go out of :them- 
ſelves, and if they onde ag zan Flame, he may be 'ſcorch'd, as adler 
Men than he, have been before him 
He has One Object ion more of his on ſtarting, vi chen they are 

ol the Minifters Authoriæ d by the Civil Mugiſtrate r 
this; to which he anſwers, Nether Were the Primitive Nr * 
Chriſtians for the firſt 300 Tear's; and yet rbey Solemnis d Murria- 
ges among themſelves. But will this Gentleman ſay, that our Ma- 
trimonial Office is Idolatrous, that we' Invoke falſe Gods, and De- 
vils, and do Sacrifice to them, as the Heathens did, When the Chri- 
ſtians Celebrated their own Marriages; te make his parälel true, 
he ought to have run it on both ſides; But *ris a moſt miſerable Ar- 
gument, and the ſign of a deſperate Cauſe to urge; that becauſe the 
Primitive Ohtiſtians refus'd to be Married by Heathen Prieſts, who 
-worthip'd falſe Gods, and! Sacrificdtto Devils, even in the So- 
lemnizing their Marriages; therefore the preſent Ohriſtians muſt 
refuſe to be Married by the true Miniſters of the anly true God; 
and by y tag 

ing like; cholar, a Divine, or 2 Chriſtian; J leave te his greateſt 
Kam 16 roftidge and Igo on to . to examine his 
e our Offee of 1 44 Ws dae 
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127 1 
Am 100 to follow our Aicher it chat only be of bid Book, 
which has any colour of Reaſon, or is in the leaſt Material to 

his purpoſe: Indeed, if our Diſſenting Brethren can prove, that be- 

ing Marry'd with our Office, does neceſſarily involve them in Sin, 
they have ſome cauſe for ſetting up a new Method of their own ; 
| for whatever is finful-in it ſelt, cannot be made otherwiſe, by any 
humane Power, which commands an Obedience to it: Whereas, 

il our Office of Matrimony have nothing in the Celebration that is 

Sinful or unlaw ful; undoubtedly, they arè Guilty of the Sin of 
„ * refuſe to Comply with it: Theſe "gy 1 7 5 
| 0 


T 
8 
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Rites as are Holy, Juſt; and Lawful : If this be argu- 
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| (29) | 
ſo evident as to need no Proof, fo. rhat our Author mi_he: well 


have ſpar'd all the reſt of his Book, and made the moſt" of this 
part; for this is indeed all that is pertinent. And how he ny 


5 acquitted himſelf in this, I am now/to'Examine. © 


His Firſt Objection to the Office of Matrimony, is this Expreſſion 
in one of the Prayers. O God whohaſt conſecrated the State of Ma- 
rrimony #0. ſuch an excellent Myſtery, that in it, in ſignified \and-repre- 


ſented the ſpiritual» Marriage and Unity betwixt- C hrift and his Church: 
Our Author has added the Word (High) to this Sentence; to ag- 
gravate the danger; which with two words more added by him, 
Argues, either great Negligence or ſome Siniſter Deſign: But taking 


it, even with his Addition, I ſee nothing ar all, hut hat admits of 
a very fair and Innocent Conſtruction: Vethe Learnedly Proves, 
that God never made this Conſecration, Huck it was not made at the be- 
ginning; nor ſince that time. But by his Leave, that which at Firſt 
was Inſticuted as Gods Holy Ordinance, was by him Conſecrated; 
and therefore made Holy: as our Author earneſtlycontends thro 
his whole Book; Ay, but it was not Conſecrated into that Myſtery 


of ſignifying the 'Spir itual Marriage between Chtiſt and his Church. 


Not at that time for ought appears in the Inſtitution 3 but that it 


_ afterwards had this Myſterious ſignification, from the Spirit of God, 
is evident from E phe /. 5. 32. This ts. a great Myſtety :\ but I ſpeak 
<——— Chriſt and the Church. In expreſs Terms: and reaſoh ſeems 


o plead for it; fince no Relation in this World. does or can fo 
fariffcantly. repreſent the Love of Ohrift to his' Church, as this of 
Marriage. Therefore underſtanding the words (Conſecrated and 


Myſtery) in a large ſenſe; the meaning of that Petition is no 
more than this; O God who didjt Faſt * Marriage by ma- 


king it an Holy Ordinance, ami han ſince given it that Myſterious Excel- 
lerce, as above all other Relations, 10 „ Zuiſie andre ha fe e 
MESS betwixt Chriſt and his Church. 

This I preſume to be the meaning of our Church in this Perirt- 
on; and what there is in this, to offend any Devout or Humble 


Chriſtian : Let every Chriſtian Judge, as they will likewiſe of 
our Authors ſincerity, who from: this paſlage, has arraign'd our 


* 


Church of Popery, „„ 5 His 


| | N 0 30 ) * #3 | 

His next objection is as cavilling as the Former: He thinks it 
unreaſonable to oblige Perſons Marrying, to plight their Troth to have 
aud 30 hold for better for worſe, from that time forward till Death them 
do part : Where by putting the Words, from this Day forward, out 
of their proper Place, he has a little inverted the ſenſe : But gran- 
ting him this Liberty; his objection is, that by this, a Man is 
bound to an Adultereſs, or to a Woman, who reſolves to deſert 
him; which is abſur'd. How eaſie is it to ſtrain conſequences, and 
* force Conſtructions from Words, which the Author of them never 
deſign d? He knew the Practice of our Church to be quite other- 
wiſe, both as to Adaltery, and Deſertion; and therefore ſhould 
have taken her meaning from her Practice: Yet if it were not ſo; 
How de tkeſe Words imply, that a Man ſhall take the Woman 
he Marries, till Death do part them; tho? ſhe Prove an Adultereſs 
or a Deſerter? The meaning of this, and every other Vow muſt 
*be, that it ohliges as far as poſſible, but neither to impoſſibilities; 
ner againſt the Fundamental Reaſon of the Contract. The Firſt, 
takes off his Ohjection about a Wifes Deſertion; and the other 
about Adultery. He that takes a Wife till Death, muft neceſlarily 
mean, if ſhe do not totally and obſtinately Deſert him. Ard he that 


takes lier for better for worſe, muſt mean, if ſhe be not Guilty of 


that which © utterly Diſſolvas the Marriage Contract: Let the 

plain ſenſe: of the words is; That the Parties take each other, for 
Whatever they are at that time, whether better or worſe, whether 
they have been Adulteror, or Adultereſs ; ſo that it ſhall be no 
reaſęn hereafter for a Diſſolution of the Marriage, for one Party to 
urge that he or ſhe was miſtaken; that he has ſince diſcover'd 
the was an Adultereſs, or is not ſo good, or fo Wealthy as he 
Imagin:d when he took her : No, this Vow. binds him to her, 
be her Eſtate, her Body, or her Morals, what they will; But it no 
more binds, if Adultery be afterwards committed, than we can 
ſuppoſe it to bind, if either Party were Marry d, or Contracted 
to another before. And with great rea ſon we ſee it is, that the 


Church has taken this Caution; leſt any Perſons Marrying ſhould 


fancy themſelves diſingag d from the Vow, becauſe they may af: 
Hes ff. ok ie > bo dm 
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ter find, eachi miſtaken in the others Circur\ffinces ; and I dare ſay. 
that very few before our Author ever underftood it in any other 
Senſe, neither would he, if it were not for the ſake of Objecting. 
And I muſt obſerve, that as he has manag'd and wire: drawn this 
objection, he has made the Bond of Marriage Looſer, than any 
Writer that ever went before him. As to what'he charges upon 
the Church in not giving Liberty to Marry after a Legal Divorce, 
he may as well charge it with Fellony; Let tlie State give this 
Liberty, and the Church has done her part; as, he certainly muſt 
know, that whoever obtains an Act of Parliament to Marry again, 
does not thereby incur any cenfure of theChurch, If His reafons will 
convince our Law-givers to alter the Law in that particular, I dare - 
engage, the Church will Acquieſce in what they do; but I fear our 
1 Arguments will not Suffice, to alter Confliriftions in the 
rel”: TTY 4 e 5 13 ct ets £4 en 

In the next Objection, the Vindicator imagines he has got the 


Poor Church and Clergy, at ſuch an advantage, that he has little 


more to do than to Inſult and Triumph: So much Heathenifm 
1d on Mag has found in the uſe of the Wedding Ring, that 

ſure the Wives whom he has made Egyptiatis, ought to be ſpoibd 
of them, to adorn and gratifie this Ifraelite. And yet after all 


this Ring may Prove a very harmleſs Innocent thing, and no Cir- 
cumdemion in It, as Our Author has wittily Dilcover' d. ieee 


His Firſt Quarrel to it is; That the Ring it 4 Mſſtica! 
Significant Ceremony invented and impos'd by men, in Mat R . 
ters Religious: For againſt all ſuch (ſays he) we declare: Not againſt 
all ſure ? Is not the ſitting at the Communion a Myſtical Ceremo- 
ny, and Significant of that Table Poſture in which Jeſus Chriſt Ad- 
miniſter'd, and of the Fellowſhip, that all the Faithful have with 


him? How oft have we heard of theſe Myſteries, in that One Fami- 


liar Ceremony, which our Vindicator and his Friends ſo obftinate- 
tick to? Yer is it not any Where Preſcrib'd in the Scriptures. 
Aethinks, he had Quarrel'd with the Ring on better grounds, 


had he faid, that it had no Alſuſion, and was ſigniſicant of nothing. 


But if it have ever been found to ſigniſie as much, as we mean by 
W p | Yo * E 2 3 a 85 it, 


(3%) 


Fidelity and Friendſbip, and if it be not a Natural, yet it is an Univer- 
{ally ud ſign, and therefore he can object nothing againſt it. Now if by 
the Ring, as with our Tongue we exprels our Fidelity and Friend- 
ſhip, and that it be a ſign univerſally us'd, then is the uſe of it 


without any Objection. If our Author had but conſider'd 


how he gave up all his former Arguments in this one Conceſſion, 
what: a deal of Learning and Slander might he have ſpar'd; 
the Clergy had neither been Papiſts nor Idolaters. However, that 
his whole Pains and Reading may not be loſt, I ſhall conſider it a 
little further, tho? I think, he has ſufficiently confuted himſelf. 


le ſays Secondly, that God hi given us his Word, which is per- 


fett, &c· And the uſe of the Ring, is an Addition to that Word, and 


Conſequently threaten'd with his Plagues. Ne might have ſaid as much. 
of the Love Feaſts, of the change of the. Sabbath, and of ſeveral o- 


ther uſages which obtain'd in the Church, without ſo Malicious and 


Groundleſs a Cenſure; and even his own Friends are ſenſible of the 


danger and weakneſs of that Principle, that we muſt have expreſs. 
Commands in Scripture for every thing us'd in the Worſhip of 
God: The Authors way of Worſhip has been fairly Examin'd by 
this Feſt, and for ought that appears, is given up as indefenſible. 


In the Third place, he ſays, other Reform'd Churches Condemn them, 
viz all uſe of the Ring and other Ceremonies, as, well as. Me; yet 
in his whale. Quotation, he is not able to produce one. paſſage a- 


gainſt the uſe of the Ring; and all that he bas quoted, is againſt 
the Vanity and Multitude of Popiſh'Ceremonies, which the Church 


of Englund has Condemn'd, as largely, and fully, as Articles or Ho- 


milies can do. Io the ſame, purpoſe he cites the Learned Biſhop 


* * o 


Taylor, whoſe Arguments are defign'd and concluſive againſt the 


e Fer as the Vindicator himſelf oblerves; he judges the 
ule of the 
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it, and that hy all the Civilizd World; We are diſcharg'd by 
his own Argument, from all Superſtition and Idolatry in the ule of it. 
He aſſures, us Page 39. That Jojning of Hands is Allowable being | 
24 by Gods appropation in the Scriptures,(which yet none of the quoted 
Texts do in the leaſt prove) H. which as with our Tongue we expreſs our 
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ing Allowable from che Cuſtomary uſe of it, as a Pledge 
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(339 
of Fidelity among all Nations, as that of a Kiſs does ſigniſie Love and 
Friendſhip throughout the World; and the uſe of it therefore pre- 
vaild in the Church for ſome Ages, as an expreſſion of our Chri- 
ſtian Charity; and was therefore call'd the Kiſs of Charity; nor 
was the Church ever Arraign'd for Superſtitious or Idolatrous, whilſt 
that uſage continu'd, Neither can our Church ſuffer for giving 
and taking a Ring in token of Mutual Fidelity, in the Office of Ma- 
trimony; it is not adding any new Signification to it, but giving 
a further Solemnity to that, which it always, and in all places had. 
Such an other Occaſion our Bleſſed Saviour once took to 
inforce a Moral and known Duty upon all his Followers. 
The Phariſees would be inform'd whether it was lawful to pay tri- 


Matt.2 2.2 1 


bute to Ceſar, or not; Jeſus knowing their deſign, and Wicked- 


neſs, calls for the tribute Money, and they bring him a Penny; and 
asking them, whoſe was that Image and Superſcription, they an- 


ſwer, Cæſars; upon which our Lord immediately adds, R der 


therefore unto Cæſar, the things that are Cæſarmn: Our Saviour might 
as eaſily have told them, it was their Duty to pay Tribute to Geſar, 
but that they might have a continual remembrance of their Duty 


and Subjection before them, He reminds them as oft as they ſaw 


any piece of Money with the King's impreſſion, that this fhould 
admoniſh them of the Duty and Tribute they ought always: to pay 
him. Now, as Money has its Civil uſe, which is, to be a Pledge 
and Exchange in all ſorts of Traffick; and beſides this, the Image 
and Superſcription do ſerve to remind us of rendring to Gzſar the 
things which are Cæʒars, which is a Moral and Religious ule of it: 
So likewiſe in the Ring; It was always held in Civil Society to be 
an Emblem of Love and Fidelity; and being by the conſtant-uſage 
of the Chriſtian Church, given and receiv'd as a mark of mutual 
Faith and Love in the Perſons by them Married; it ſerves to remind 
all Husbinds and Wives of the endleſs Love and Union, which 


| they, ought perpetually to maintain one towards another, / But ſays 
bur Author, This is Impoſing things indiflerent, and of humane 


Invention in the M orſhip uf Gd: On the contrary, we do not pre- 


tend to worſlip God by the Ring; but as we pay him Homage 
N 15 2 every: 


(34) 
every time we Eat and Drink, and that puts us in 1 mind of his 
Bounty, and our Dependance: So, as oft as we uſe the Ring in 
Matrimony, we Pray, that the Perſons thus uſing it, may remem - 
ber that Love and Friendſbip which this betokens amongſt Men. But ad- 
mitting that this uſe of the Ring, were making an indifferent thing 
to become a Rite or Ceremony in the Church; our Author ſhould 
have prov'd this unlawful and forbidden, betore he declaim'd fo ve- 
hemently againft itz eſpecially ſince there is a moſt learned 
Treatife on this Head, yet unantwer'd in the London Caſes, 
Which our Author ſhould have conſider'd, as I believe he did; 
and therefore thought it his wiſeſt courſe, to take no manner of 
notice of it: And I ſhall be as free with all his Learning and Quo- 
tations againſt the uſe. of indifferent things, till he is: pleas d to o- 
aſl the World with a Confutation of that Treatiſe. His next Ar- 
SLY , fide of Accuſation againft-theRingis; that it har: been ur d in 
+ Marriage Rites, and Solemnities, by the Heathens, as Hooker and 
mona obſerve, which aur Author thinks, is rather au Argument to difuſe 
i#t,God having prohibited the uſe of theſe Heatheniſh Cuſtoms to his Church. 
Had'our Author been - ſenſible. of the force of this Objection, 
in the beginning of his own Vindication, certainly he had ſpar'd 
>To many Heatheniſh Arguments and Quotations, as he has there 
given us; and not have prov'd ſuch and ſuch Rites neceſſary in all 
Marriages; becauſe the Heathens themſelves had ufed them: But 
it ſeems, they were then only defenſive Weapons ; here the Vin- 
dicator uſes them offenſively ; and therefore having put the Church 
upon the Defenſive; what Ithink fit to urge in her defence is, that 
© Miniſter of the Goſpel Writing in Defence of Presbyterian Mar- 
in the North of teland, has call'd: in abundance of the 
Heathen Poets, Hiſtorians, &c. - to help him; and therefore Mr. 
Hooker and Dr. Heylin may be excus'd for one Quotation out of a 
Heathen Satyriſt; and when that Author diſclaims his foreign | 5, 
Pagan Allies, are ready to do the ſame; for why is not Juvenal * 
as good an Authority for them as for the Vindicator? but * 
N be ie ends this Period with: a ſhrewd: Obſervation. upon the hi 
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Sign of Circumvention as Fidelity? and fince it neither has beginning nor 


end, Why may it not as aptly fignify, that their Love ſhould never begin, 
as well, as never end? Theſe are hard Queſtions indeed; and to 


the firſt we anſwer, that probably our Author is the firſt, that ever 


thought the Ring a Sign of Circumvention; andall Husbands hope 


that this new Doctrine will never godown, and that their Wives 


will make better uſe of their Rings. To the ſecond we anſwer, that 
the thought is as new and Surprizing as the former; for till the 
ſubtilty of this Vindicator diſcover'd it, the World took the Ring 
to be a Pledge of Fidelity actually begun; and therefore could not 
ſuppoſe it an Emblem of what was never to begin, tho? it do very 


_ aptly ſignifie what may never end. 


Our Vindicator's next Objection has made him pleaſant, and jo- 
cular upon the poor Ring; and yet it is no more, than the laying th 
Ring upon the Book, which from his uſual wonderful Sagacity, he has 
found to be Superſtitious, and to be no other than a meer Popiſh 


Conſecration; and had that Order been to place it immediately in the 
| Miniſters Hand, or on the Table, or any where elſe, the Caſe had 


keen the ſame; for he that will find out Popery in every thing, 


may doit even in minc'd Pyes : But the Author's over quickneſs 


at this diſcovery, made him quite overſee the deſign of the 
Rubrick, which expreſsly tells you, that the Man gives the Woman a 
Ring, laying it upon the Book, if ſo, how is this a Superſtitious Con- 


ſecration? for that is giving it immediately, and ultimately to 


God, and not to the Woman; and any Man of leſs eagerneſs in 
ſmelling out Popery, would have judg'd, that the Ring is laid on 
the Book, that each Party may view the Pledge of Eidelity, given and 


taken, laid on that very Book, in the Words of which, they plight their 


moſt Solemn Vows, each to the other; and this I take to be the whole 
of that Myſery, which is ſo wonderfully dangerous and Popiſb. 


But ſtill, he putting the Ring on the Fourth Finger is abominab!y 
Superſtitious, or etſe the Vindicator would not have ſpent # whole Page in 


confuting it: He has found, that there is no particular Nerve from 
that Finger to the Heart, or his Oracle Doctor Brown has deceiv'd 
him : And this being the only reaſon for this Practice, which the 


Wildom and Grauity of the Church of England is able to Align; 
T We | : $2] ; | —_ he 
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he wonders, She ſhould trouble Men for not aſſenting io it; But where 
has the Church of England Aſſign'd this reaſuon? or any thing like 
it? I ſuppoſe, the ſmalleſt Church upon Earth. not anſwerable, nor 
oblig' d to give any reaſon for a practice ſo Innocent, and indiffe- 
rent; yet if ſhe were, it would never be that which this Author 
with ſo much judgment has confuted. Poſſibly She might urge 
(with great deference to the Vindicator) that the fourth Finger of 


the Left Hand was that, on which Married Women generally wore 


their Rings; and therefore (not having ſuch a forelight at Popery, 
as this Modeſt Vindicator) ſhe did not think fit to alter the faſhion ; 


. 


{uperſtitiouſly inclin'd, than any of the reſmt. 
However, It is not only the putting it on that Finger, which 
Kartles our Author, but to fay; With this Ring | thee Wed, in the 
Name of the Father, &c. This makes all that uſe it, Guilty of a direct 


Breach of the Third Gommandment. Before I endeavour to fatisfy our 


Vindicator, or his Friends in this point, I would remark a little on 
the Gentleman's ſincerity , from whoſe manner of repreſenting that 
Phraſe, one would imagine, that it ſtood in the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, as it does in the Vindication, viz. With this Ring I thee 
Wed, In the Name of the Father, &c. whereas the whole Sentences is 
thus; W:th this Ring I thee Wed, with my Body Ithee Worſhip, with all 
my worldly Goods Ithee endow, In the Name of the Father, ccc. 
Now would not any Man of Religion imagine, that ſo Solemn 
an action as this, the Giving and receiving the- Pledge of mutual 
Fidelity, the yielding up the right of Body and Goods, might not 
innocently and properly be done, in the Name of the Holy Trini- 
ty: But hear our Author's Objections to this. Firſt, ſays he, God 
has no where requir'd us to Wed with the Ring; and therefore we cannot 
do it in his Names which is falſe; We may and oughr to do ma- 
Col s 15. Ny things in the name of God, which he has not requir“ 
us directly, and particularly to do; St. Paas Command 


- is General, Whatſoever you do, in Word or Deed, do all in the Name of 
the Lord Jeſus : Therefore in every Action of Conſequence, we are 
oblig'd to do it in his Name. God has no where particularly di- 
rected any Man ts Plow, or Suw, or go to Sea, of take a Journey; 
= | | ag yet 
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Ipecially, not being able to diſtinguiſh, why that Finger was more 


1 


* 


yet ſure all theſe things may, and ought to be done in the name ie of 


| God; and indeed, by the force of this Author's Argument, there 


are but a very few Offices of humane Life, which we can lawflilly 


begin or do in the name of God ; the directions concerning them, 


being for the moſt part General + Butꝰ tis ſufficient to retort this Ar- 
gument; and to let the Vindicator know, that whatever Action of 
Importance, God has not forbidden, may, and ought to be done in 
his Name. But the Author ſays further, God is not the End of this 
Action, and can therefore have no Glory by it; which is likewiſe 
utterly falſe; for he that pledges his Fidelity, and gives his Body 


and Goods in Marriage, either does or ſhould do it ultimately for 


. 
. 


God's Glory ; and he is the End of it. | 
Laftly, Our Author ſays, that we cannot exper? His acceptance of 
aſſiſtance in that, for which we have neither Precept, Promiſe, ner 


Example of any Holy Perſon in Scripture. I wiſh he wou'd lay this 


to heart, as to his own way of Worſhip; and when he can bring ei- 
ther Precept, Promiſe, or Example from the Scriptures, for every 
Circumitanee of their Worſhip, we ſhall then think it time enough 


to take notice of fo wild, and Injudicious an Obje&ion. Yet that 


which the Vindicator thinks worſt of all is, that the Man mult fay, 
WWith my Body I thee wor hip, In the Name of the Father, &c. which 
he labours to prove, can mean no other than Drvine Worſhip; and 
then he furiouſly attacks it, as Idolatrous : Certainly, no Man but 
himſelf ever took the Phraſe here to mean Divine Worſhip; nei- 
ther would he, only for the Pleaſure of running down the Idol that 
himſelf made. And if it imports no more than imparting the ſole 


Right of the Body, witlythe promiſe of due Benevolence, which 


is more modeſtly expreſs'd by the word Worſhip, he needed not 
half the Zeal he has ſhewn'to'expoſe it. And thus much he ſeems 
to grant after all the Buſtle he has'made of Divine Worſhip : But 
then his Objection is; Why ic it not Mutual? Why does not the Mo- 
man ſay as much on her part? Admit the Office to be defective in 


this, it is not therefore unlawfal'to join in what there is, for want 


of what ſhou'd be there. But the true Reaſon, I take to be this, 
that the Omitting it was an Indulgence to Female Modeſty ; who tho“ 
5 | e | they 
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198 be ty d by the Marriage Vow, to worſhip their Husbands with 
their Bodies, as truly as the Husbands do them ; yet the expreſſing 
har part af che Vow, was not put upon them, as not ſo well beſeeming 


the natural Modeſty and Referyedneſs that is peculiar to that Sex: 


However, .lince go more is intended. y it, than imparting the ſole 
Rigbt ot the Body I cannot ſee the iniquity of making a Solemn 
Promiſe to do this; nor yet of doing it in the name of the Father, Nc. 
Neither the Vindicator nor his Friends make the leaſt ſcruple, to 
begin a Diſpoſition of their Eſtates, In ithe name of God; nor 
yet of calling him to Wirnefs, as they do in every Oath they take, 
tho? but for the deciſion of 4 Twelve- Penny difference; and why 


they are thus fearful to uſe the name of God, in the diſpoſing of 


their Love. their Bodies, and their Eſtates together, is a thing hard 
to account for, if ſome Men did not ſtudy. for ſcruples to fill other 
I be next thing which falls under the V indicator's diſpleaſure is, 


the Husbands ſaying, I inh. all my worldly Goods I thee Endow, a- 


* gainſt which he profoundly Objects, that le Man only, and not the 
Weman, ſays this; ihen, that it is with all hi- worldly Goods; and yet 
above all, that this is done, In the Name of the Father, &c. To the 
firſt we anſwer; that for a Woman to endow her Husband, is nei- 


ther proper, nor practic' d, thatithe Laws of the Land do make the 


Husband immediate Poſſeſſor of all that was his M if᷑s wich they 
do not the Wife, of that which is the Husbands; ſo that the Hus- 
* band, being ſole Maſter of what belong d to them both; | it was ne- 
ceſſary to oblige him by a Solemn Vo, to give a Mutual Partici- 
pation of Worldly Goods to his Wife ;whereas ſuch a Vo in her 
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had been impertiuent and unnegeſſar va the Law having made em 


his upon the Marriage : As to thoſe, whomake Settlements and Re- 


ſerves for themſelves by Legal Decds; and do not make the Hus- 
band ſole and abſolute; Maſter -. immy Opinion, they anſwer the. 
meaning of the Vow, hang the Husband: is made partaker of the 
Profits and Enjoy megt,, during the Marriage; and the ame I con- 


ceive, does fully ſolye t 


dowing with all his worldly Goods, which that Husband does to 
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the Vindicator's fecoffd Exeeption,! of En- 


- 
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And it any Wife ſhould 
the Words, of Endowing her with all his worldly Goods, I be- 


lie ve (even in the Judgment of this Author) her Claim ale be 


A 


all intents and pur rpoſes,. whoſe Wife has the diſpofal offs much 
as is ſuitablè to their Circumſtances, and Station in che World. 
pretend toꝭa larger Claim, by Vertue of 


N ther. Sc. has been fo fully anſwerd; 


| Condemn'd, ald the Ground of it thotight Ridiculous. | 


The Vindicator's Car il at endo wing In the Name of TM Fa- 
thatꝰ tis needleſs to repeat it 
here; and methinks he would do well to ſatisfy all good Chriſtians, 


why he is againſt uſing the name of God in the molt weighty and 


momentous Action of our Whole Lives. But his lift Ca vil againſt 
the Husbands Endowing is ſo abſePd;rhit in the very propo- 
ſing ir, he has fully anſwer” d himſelf; ihe lays, is har da ithat a Man 
ſhould be-oblig'd to Endow an Adulier eſs, vr one that 1 5 from her 

Hlusband; and immediately adds, that by the Law Tuth an One 
all loſe her Dowry ; and quotes the Statute; together with an Old 
Latin Diſtich: Now, would not any impaftial Man judge; that 
the Law, he quotes, has anfwer'd his Objection; 'andthat ch a Man 

takes his Wife for better for worſe, ; and Endows: her with all his 
worldly Goods; yet, nor, if ſhe! proves an Adultereſs, and elopes 

from her Husband, which are Crimes againſt the Fundamental mean- 
ing of the Contract, as I have before ubſery'd:' He might as rea- 
ſonably have urg'd, that a Maſter is bound by Indentures, ro pro- 
vide his Apprentice with all chings convenient for him {-becauſe it 
is ſo expteſs d in the Agreement; and that ch&Obligarion ſtill holds 
on the Maſter's part, 'tho' his ſervant has Rod him) and run away 
with moſt of his Subſtance; .I ought to ask the: Rieder Pardon, for 
ſpending his time in the Confutation of ſuch Ca vils; and eſpecially 
for repeating wharisbeforeanſwer'd; but this a Man muff do, or be 
told by a Multitude, thät he has palꝰ d by the beſt things, and cho- 


ſen only the eaſieſt to Anſwer; were it not for this, Imi ght ſafely have 


omitted his laſt Obje&ion to the Service ;. which is, the laying anac- 
cuſtomed Duty to the Prieſt and Clerk on the Boot, which he ex- 


claims againſt; as Indecent and unbecoming the Worſhip of God; 


be, or any of his Friends think ſo, date promiſe, they will be, 


1 excus'd 


e 
excus d the doing of it in tha: manner: I have Married many my 


ſelf, and have been preſent at many more Marriages ; yet I can ſafe- 


ly profeſs, L never fax. it done but once, nor was it then at all re- 
quird; yet. if it were daily practic d, a Man muſt be intolerably 
tquamiſh, to ſcruple it. I am far from deriving the Cuſtom from 
Mr. Hooker's Original, of the Saxons buying their Wives, but with 
him, Iam of Opinion, that is skilleth not much, if it were laid aſide ; 
for Itake the practice, to have been at firſt, a volentary Offering 
made to the Perſon Officiating ; which ſortof Oblations, being for 


God's ſake, given to his Miniſters, it was proper to do it in that 


manner, as it is ſtill continu'd in the Communion Office, and ne- 
ver yet charg'd with indecency ;' tho done in the moſt folemn Act 
and time of Divine Worſhip; but with this difference, that the 


Oblation which was formerly to the Prieſt, is now given tothe Poor, 


and yet tis ſtill an Oblation, and no offence taken at it; nor will 
any of our Diſſenting Brethren, be ſcandaliz d at this Cuſtom, which 
they will never find Impos d on, or exacted from them. 

0 . Having done with his Cavils againſt the Office of Matrimony ; 
the next thing he finds fault with is, the times in which Marriage is 
* probubited by the Rules of the Church, which in bis abundent Zeal, 

bie taxes with Popery, with being a Doctrine f Devils, and 
Page 46. conſe than the conſtrain d Celibacy of the Church of Rome; 
aud an Engine to ſcrew Money out of the Subjects Pockets : Theſe 
times (he iays) laſt for One third part of the Tear; and are ſo appoint- 
ed by the Canons. of our Church, in which no Perſan muſt Marry, 
* hate ver their Netefſities. be. It is own'd, that our Church has Ap- 
pointed certain Solemn times of Faſting and Abſtinence, in which 


* 9 o . 
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She has directed, that none of her obedient Children ſhall Marry ; 
but they are not ſo numerous as the V indicator has made them, nei- 
ther are the Days nam'd by him, the ſame with thoſe forbidden in 
the Canon; neither is the Cauſe the fame that he aſſigns, viz. The 
profit of Granting Licences; for that the Canon forbids the Grant. 
ing a Licence on thoſe: Days; and it is one of the Conditions of 
Granting, a Licence, that it ſhall not be at thoſe times: Now, 1 


Argu- 


dare appeal to our Author's admirers, both, for his fincerity, and his 


— 
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(41) 
Arguments on this Head; Whether the Learned Hooker's Reaſon; 
which he quotes, be at all anſwerd by him? Why they themſelves for- 
bid the Celebration of Marriage on the Lord's- Day? Whether they 


would choſe to Celebrate it, on One of their own Days of Humi- 


liation? and if not, Why they blame the Church for not doing it 


on the Days that ſhe has forbidden? Certainly the Apoſtles Rule 
ought to take Place in this, if any where; All things are Lawful for 


me, but all things are nat expedient : Marriage is always Lawtul, 
but is it expedient on Days of Abſtinence” and Humiliation ? The 
Good Uriah thought otherwiſe , when he ſaid; The Ark, and Iſrael 
and Judah abide in Tents; and Joab , and the Servants of my Lord 
are incamp'd in the open Fields, ſhall I then go into my. 
Houſe to Eat and to Drink, and to Lie with my Wife; 

As thou liveſt, and as thy.Soul liveth, I will not do this thing: Sure 
he Judg'd it Lawful at all times, but he thought it Indecent in 
times of Publick Calamity and Mourning. And to the ſame pur- 
poſe St. Paul is expreſs ſaying, 1 Cor. 7.2: 6. I is good for the 
Preſent Diſtreſs, that Men continue Unmarryd ; yet is he as far as 
poſlible from a total Prohibition of Marriage. From whence, it 


1 San. 11. 1h 


ſeems evident, that Marrying may be at ſome times unſeaſonable, tho 


never unlawful : And certainly Our Author, when out of his fits of 
Popery hunting, can never Judge, that there is the leaſt Parity or 
Correſpondence between the total Prohibition of Marriage by the 
Papiſts, and the Reſtraining of it, for ſome few Days, amounting to 


Forty only, in the longeſt Prohibition; whereas, they themſelves 


Prohibit it for Fifty. But the chief Ground of his Quarrel, to this Re- 
ſtraint is; That the Church has fixt any ſet Days of Humiliation. 
He has indeed modeſtly Tax'd the Church with this Error, without 
giving his Reaſons, When they are known, it may perhaps be pro- 
per to confider them : In the mean time, as Marriage is allow'd to 
be an Holy Ordinance, fo it is own'd to be One of the greateſt 
Enjoyments of this Life; and how ſuitable it is, to Mortifie, 
and to take even our Lawful Enjoyments at the fame time, let 
Mankind Judge. i „ 1 

Towards the end of this Chapter, the Author charges it Fome 


upon 


(42) 


upon the Church, that /ve has made Matrimony a Sacrament, to 
prove which, he cites the Catechiſm, here the Queſtion is; Flow 
many. Sacraments has Chriſt Ordain'd in his Church? The Anſwer 
is, Two only, as generally neceſſary to Salvation, that 1810 ſay, Bap- 
ſm, and the Supper of the Lord. Now, who would not believe this 
Author to have a wonderful Vein at Chimiſtry, that out of ſo plain 
a Queltion, and as plain an Anſwer, can extract a Third Sacrament, 
and call it Matrimony? Invention and Subtilty are fine Talents; 

bur neyer ſo wickedly apply'd, as in forging Slander, and eſpecial- 
ly in Slandering the Church of God : And if the Vindicator's Con- 
ſcience, did not flie in his Face, when he hammer'd our this falſe 


Accuſation, he is a Man of more Gifts, then I am willing to ima- 


gine him. Yet, not to Derogate from his Reaſon in this, I ſhall 
give a due Tryal, to what he calls his Grounds of Sulpicion ; . ne. 
Firſt whereof is, a Sentence out of the Homily agiinſt Swearing ; 
in which he finds Baptiſm call'd a Sacrament, and Matrimony al- 
ſo call d a Sacrament ; and therefore they muſt both be ſo call'd 


in the ſame Senſe ; the contrary whereof is evident, to any Im 


partial Man Reading that Paſſage : The Deſign of which is to 
ſhew the Sacredneſs of Oaths and Vows ; which ſays, the Homily | 
we make uſe of in the Sacrament of Baptiſm, and by like Holy 
Promiſes, the Sacrament of Matrimony knitteth Man and Wife 
in perpetual Love. This can ſignifie no more, in plain Terms, 
than the Oath or Vow of Matrimony, which the Author knew to 
be the Original meaning of the Word Sacrament, and ſo us'd in 
this Place; and both Sacred and Profane Authors have often 
us'd it to ſigniſie an Oath, tho it afterwards, was adopted to ſig- 
nific peculiarly the Ordinances which Chriſt left ro his Church ; 

and even that ſignification took its riſe from the Oaths and Vows 
ſo Solemnly made, at the Receiving thoſe Ordinances. Our Vin- 
dicator being therefore ſenũble, that this Playing upon a Word, 


which bears two Senſes, would not ſupport his Black Afperſion , 


endeavours to palm a Diſtinction upon the Church, which ſhe ne- 
er thought of; and would make her Teach, that ſome Sacraments 


are ec ary to Salvation and ly not neceſſary ; and that Ma- 
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1 imouy. is of this latter FEI and ſo held by Her. 1f the Church bad 


not explain'd her ſelf as fully in her Catechiſm and Articles, as 

words can do, ſuch a Suggeſtion might have been Pardonable ; but 
to put this upon the Church, after ſo full a Declaration, does not 
become a Member, much leſs a Miniſter of any Chriſtian Church. 
Vet to enforce this Slander, he goes on to tell us, that they, viz. 
He and his followers, do not Apprehend any of the Sacra- 
ments to be neceſſary to Salvation. The Quakers are oblig'd rohim 
for this Diſcovery; but till he was pleas'd to frankly to make it, I 
thought that all other Chriſtians had Judg' d the Sacrament of Eap- 
tiſm and ot the Lord's-· Supper to be neceſſary for all thoſe, who EX=1 

& Salvation, upon the Terms of the (Goſpel. 

The Author's next Head of Arguinents, from the parity of Ex- 
preſſions, have been conſider'd in other Fer and } ſhall not nau- 
feate my Reader to repeat them. ? 

Before he Finiſh'd this Remarkübſe CHAR, he begin juſtly 
to fear, that his own Reaſonings would not defend his Cauſe; and 
there fore calls in ſcme. of the molt Eminent Engliſh Diſfenters 
to aſſiſt him; but inftead of keeping him in Countenance, one 
would. think, he ow'd himſelf x ſhame, to call fo many Friends, 

none of which, will juſtifie any One ot his bold Aſſertions : He 
firſt 2 ppeals o Mr. Baxter, and Quotes an Exception of his, 
which he Author himſelf paſt by without any Exception, and a- 
mounts to no more than this; that the /ords may be taken in ano- 
ther Senſe, than they are Def ed; and ſo may the beſt Contriv'd 


Page Ar. 


| Words, that ever were written; the next of Mr. Baxter is, that the 


Ring ought not to be Ford on thoſe that Scrupple it; But does he 
any where call it Idolatrous and Superſtitious? The Third. is, zÞat 
abſolete Phrafes ſhould be chang'd ; with all my Heart; W henever 


the Queen and the Convocation think fit: But by the way, Mr. 


Baxter calls that enz: an Abſolete Phraſe, which our Author has 


made Idolatry. The Fourth is, that- ſome words may be fpar d, 


aut bh, ſame Thing (ard. in eue neither am Lagainſt this, if the 
ſame Authority think fit) The laff of Mr. Bulofs nn a gainſt an Exhor- 
win of the Church, or an advice de en but not 1 85 any 
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r ͥ 
Order; and which may be obſerv'd, or otherwiſe, as Perſons are 
D VTV 
Mr. Baxter having thus left our Author to himſelf; he turns 
next to the Di vines Anthoriz'd by King Charles the Second, to re- 
view the Service- Boo, and would have us believe, that their Ex- 
ceptions to the Office of Matrimony , are the ſame with his; but 
I muſt obſerve this Remarkable Difference between them; that 
thoſe Divines do modeſtly propoſe their Objections and Deſire ; 
that Men may be leftto their Liberty, either to uſe, or forbearthem ; 
and that ſome few words may be alter'd; the ſignification of which, 
length of time has render'd dubious, or in their Judgment impro- 
* Idolatry, and as unlawful to be comply'd with in thoſe very Paſ- 
ſages, for fich he Quotes the Aſſembly Divmes. Theſe Pray, that 
the Ring may be left indifferent, which is Demonſtration; that they 
neither thapght it Unlawful or Idolatrous to uſe it. They Pray to 
have I rds of a doubtful ſignification Omitted or Mended. Our Au- 
thor 4005 rank Popery and Superſtition in them; and therefore re- 
jects the Office. The Diſſenting Divines and Laiety in England, 
wih here were ſome Alterations in that Office, which (in their O- 
would be for the better: But in the mean time, They all 
form to the Uſe of it, as having nothing Dangerous nor Un- 
lawful. Our Author aſſerts, and tis the whole Aim of his Book, 
toproveit Popiſn and Idolatrous; and will fuffer none under his Care 
or Influence, to uſe it: So well have the Divines in England juſtified 


our Author's Principles and Practice. And ſince Our Vindicator's, 


Eveliſh Auxiliaries have Prov'd no better Friends to him, or his 
Cauſe, he reſolves before he parts with them, to ſhew as little true 
Friendſhip tothem for inthecloſeof this Chapter, being ſenſible, that 
the Practice of all the Engliſh Diſſenters, and the Southern Iriſh, was 


wholly againſt him, iaſtead of making the leaſt Apology for them, 


He charges them with down-right Immorality, in complying with our 
Matrimonial Office ; | and has us more to ſay for them, than the Efta- 
bliJh'd Church. has ts offer in Vindication of her Irregular Members. 
Now, ſo very little has the Church to ſay, in defence of her _ 
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per: Whereas our Author has charg'd the Office with Popery and | 
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are to be feverely Punilh'd ; and che Diller In England ate hot 


0 rality': For I dans appeal to the World, "Whether there ban 


1 have orſhould have been, to fſhew the unlawfulneſs of com- 


WE - 
gutar and immoral Members; chat by dif Fery Conſtitutich, they 


much oblig'd to this Author for putting them on the fame F. dot; 
nor was it fo civil, to much the greateſt Bod y of Diſſenters i in thee, 


Kingdoms to charge them flatly with Gor p ie 8 0 


xheas 
vier Accuſation, than to tell them, as Our Author does in Plain terms, 
chat their Practice is contrary to their Principles, and Au they do 
this to proure Mens favour,” or avoid their Diſpleafure.* {. Sure tis in 
other words to tefl them ; that the fayeurs or difpteaſares res of Uts 
World, ate ſtronger with them, than tfieir Belief of Rewards and 

Puniſnments in rhe next, and that therefore they daye DiffeniBle. 
with God, even while they pretend to worſhip him and utter 
that to him with their Months, wich they Abhor in their Hearts. 


How the Authors Frietids iti Englund; and the Southern: Parts of 


Ireland will telifh this treatment, I ke not; But this“ 255 char 


they are e able to anfwer wy chetnſelves, 8 
r 1 1 2 eu 22 
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Hows now porn our Author chrough 1 of his Diſcourſes 
which of all the reſt ,- had the greateſt tendency towards 4 Reals 
Vindication! and indeed, had he ſucceeded in this, all that he hab 


ſaid beſide, might have been well ſpar'd, to the great cafe both of 


himſelf and his Readers; for I take it, to he plain) evento Demon 
ſtration; that if he co d prove the Office of Matrimony to be Sin. 
ful and Idolatrous, he needed 10 other Apology for, or Vindica- 


tion of Presbyrepian Marriages. Ardvifithiseandotbe done (as my 


Reader is now judge whet er he has done it, or no) then all his 


labour and ſubtilty is loſt; for it ſeems à ſel fed ident Truth; that 


Conſeience ſake, if they require nothing frem us, that is ange- 


all Subjects are bound to obey the Eaws and Eawegivers, and that for 
dently ſinful or unlawful. wg d lace ile mag ſtreſs of his Argue 


Go. Þ 7 | plying 
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plying with us; and chat *R been ſo nn conſider d, Ithink 
it will be a very pardonable freedom, if I treat his Fourth and fol- 
lowing Chapter more briefly which every body muſt own, to be 
far leſs pertinent to his purpoſe. 


The. cincipal Points/infilted- on in thisimmethodical Chapterare; 


Firſt, His Objections againſt the Proceedings inthe Eccleſiaſtical Courts, 
by the Oath Ex Officio. Sccondly, Hrs Endeavours to prove, that 
the Civil Laws of our Land do countenance the Presbyterian Mar- 
riages; and, Thirdly, A long Medley of Quotgtions aud Arguments 
againſt the uſe and Obligation of the Canon Lare. The firſt of theſe, our 
Ui dicator does all he canto expoſe, from acertainLibel exhibited in 
the Caine of the Dioceſe of A. againſta Presbyterian Miniſter J. J. 
which he takes for a mk Bark or conſtant form of making Libels 
in thoſe Courts; and in this miſtake runs on violently againſt it- 
Whoſe the Libel was, I profeſs not to know, and at the ſame time 
not to approve;, for with due reſpect to him that drew it, I think 
it might have been better done: However, taking it, as it is, the 
Auther's Objections to it are very feeble. He thinks it ridiculouſly 
abſurd for this Expreſſion, that it objects that de facto J. T. did 
SHolemni ze Marriage between ſeveral Perſons Clandeſtinely. Now he 
fancies that Solemni xing and Clandeſtinely are inconſiſtent Terms. 


In the Original acceptation of the word: Solemnize, I grant it; but 


that Word by long uſe and cuſtom; does now as well. ſigniſie the 
hate Officiating, or joining in Marriage, whether publickly, y, and 
With Sblemnity, or otherwile: And in this laſt ſenſe tis us d here; 
and what I am ſure ill reconcile our Author to it, is that in the 
Scotch'A& of Parliament, made to prevent Clandeſtine Marriages, 
5 the Vear 1698. Celebration is uſed in the very ſame fenſe; and 
I hope he does nat think they can either do, | or. expreſs themſelves 
amiſs; however, tis at worſt: but an Impropriety of Expreſſion p 
which chis Author has many reaſons to paſs over. 
But his greateſt paſſion is againſt the Oath ex Officio, or making 
Men Swear in their en Defence or Aceuſation. Now 1-confels 
in the large ſenſe, that he takes that Oath; and in which moſt ot 


bis Digs cited, do und it Lam as little a friend to it 
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She G E 5 Fot e ets 185 bs hat 1 is Unrea ſongs. 
ble and unjult,” to make Men accuſe chemie Ves to their Damage or 
Injury, either i in Body or Goods; and. where... it is meerly to tuiter 
as a Criminal. But the vety end and deſign of all Proccedings in 
Eriminal' Cauſes, itt the Ecvlebaſtical Courts, ſhews the Oath ex 
Offic ib, to be to füch dreackfül Bu ;bear „ a8 he has repreſented if. 
That Oath'is to make Delinqui nts Purge theic Conſciences ; if they 
have beef guilty of uch or fen iekedgels,, to na, it to the 
Glory ef Goch 157 to do pu ulittck Pennance.for- bl ito the Edifi- 


cation-of bis Chrcly”: is to bring them to alight and ſenſe of 


theres, Hark We LO, and TA lan dat of their Brethren: 
Which if they own upon their Oath ; then muſt they be brought. 
to a true Repentante for ie, ag Hav given ſcandal to their Bre- 
„ They mult roſtifithei?" 1c Wee owning their Guilt and 
Repentande in public K. HND Now/indetd Net whoſe looſe and wick- 
ed: Lives may: juſtly make then. apprehend' this ; Diſcipline « of the 
Church, have ſame reaſ9f'to” 00 ln agdinſt! it; but, Why ſg 
much violence! from che Pen of: any ſober Van Ain "this. "Oath | 
ex: NHHe⁰ 1:0} Incrfoxcadil } cipher” *C chin ly; to, reſtrain 
Sin, and to bring Men to eee in ber 10 fave their Sor uls, 
is a moſt;Gederouvg and Laudable proceeding : And ſince this i8 all 
chat tha Ecnleſiaſtical. Courts ain at in/eyery 'Critninal Caule, Ife 
no ſuchi barbaritylin the Oatly ex Offitio;' ch 5 is w whol ly e 
tor rbis chene eld 205. lf {ef ON 7760 
ITbus tits plain, that there is a Wide difference between! that Oath, 
a5 psd in the Courir of Ingiliſttion; and as Ub'd in our Biſhops- 
Gourts | iNhe; Romiſh dee e it thdedd;” a torture to 
rack ſens Gunſciencen w rob their” a and baſely take away. 
At, (and that not frequent-, 
y q dq ity tat bring Men to Repentance, and ronſequently to Salva- 
non : Their Lives and Eſtates att'untench'd , and. no injury done 
ofdeſigitd:theing exdepejeiwillbe iecountet ſuch," t6'make publick 
ſac is fackian tothe Charon for eee and this, ro Hoch 4 


n IOW as our was ah lige all Chriſtians to do... 
F JOHIIST: Late mee AP ec 


But tis Oby iefted, thee * are great by his Oath; 
| that) tis as F4 us'd 10 pap 205 e Mens: 15 hs e 


ners. It cannot be Ah U, but that there are e Corripandin all, Courts; 
but from hence to argue wholly 15 th 0 uſe, of them, 9 would be 


to leave Mankind in Con on Pet, time may very ſpee- 
| dily come; to take off the forced 1 5 fa bur x hen it does, 
J am confillent *tis not th ar Which "in digator aims at. I have 


explain d the nature and Hof the 2 Oath ex Officio; and that is. ſuf. 
ficient th anſwer all che heat an fury , that is pr duced: againſt. it; 
and to ew inge ir © has nothing 4 ata 100 P e log U tion torture, but 
8 a ich, ann 
is of great good ue Tor. puns In fr TS: Th — rerorma- 
tion of Manners, | W cli 1870950 | 
The Author's next bj jection | 5 . this Þ kn the: Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Court is 1 5 A to ae aud hs <voidithe Marriage 
Vote aud Conti act: Which heing valid bythe Law of Got, he does 
not fee how an) humane. Law can an4l? Moſt true it is, that no 
humane Law can make void that Vow mutually. madeinthe preſence 
of God;. and in which the tye. of Marriage does truly condiſt. ' But 
howcan' any humane Lawown or take Cognizance of that Marriape- 
Contract, which has no legal Method of appearing ? I have ſaid ſo 
much on this head already, that I ſhall not am. my Reader with 
Repetition, only I myift. take notice gf, ue HAuthor's Miſrepreſenta- 
tio "Wh It i is not the intent of our Ceurtse te make voicł che Mar- 
riage-Co ntraCt ; but to make the Parties declare and Solgmnize that 
Contract in the, legal Manner, if they dothis, then haoeour Courts 
nothing further to ay ro them; it theyrefuſe, then muſſ Our Laws 
ook upon them as Auing, ntineut h. fr chat:ehey deny 20 give 
any legal aſ[ukance 01 72 W7 actfan. tp eee pee 
- two Perſons cohabiring t together upenm private Contract made be- 
tween themſelves; and without any other Witneſs ) this is (before 
God) a true and real Marriage; but the Laws of the Land call upon 
| 2 two: Peres 8 fo. D cle and yplemnize;therr private Contract: 
T6 eful fe to 945 urat' theſame time 25 owa it, eva at the 
Nee ECrols; and. that this mutual.ContraQ- obliges them to be, 
and an Si Wite; a OY obſtinately refuſe to Cele- 
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4 beatz e Mitage. Wiliour Author centire the Coitts*in proc 
1 ceeding againſt theſe two Perſons, for living Incontinently? Ay but, 


83 ſays he, ours is perform'd in our Congregation, and that publickly; 
'e and does this anſwer! the Obje&ion? theſe two Perſons own the 
8 Marriage Contract to as large a Congregation, even to all Mankind 
87 t ask them; -and-i9 this enough to ſatisfie our Conſtitution ? But 
e then, ſays our Author, Ours is done with Prave Preaching and 
f- Teaching: Do theſe at all belong tothe Eſſence of Marriage? or 


5 do our laws take Tnowledge of theſe in ſatisfaction of the Marriage? 
It, z ae Marriage of the two Perſons ſuppos d, is ſtill a Marriage, but 
4 without Prayers, c. The other is own'd a Marriage, but attended 


F with Prayers, c. Do the Circumſtances alter the nature of the 
T thing? no certainly, the Law looks upon a Marriage with Prayers 
* and Teaching, and without Prayers and Teaching to be one and the 
a ame, unleſs Confirm d and Declar'd in the way that cur Conſtitution 
M has appointed; and if this be once ſatisfy'd, neither the Eccleſia: 
bf tical, nor any other Court, has one word to object againſt it, 
11 - Our Vindicator finding, that this preſſes him home, and 1s the 
in only Queſtion that he needed have troubled himſelf, or . el 
8 his Reader with; goes upon a newattempt, which is to e 
h Prove, that the Laws of the Land are not againſt him, but rather 
* altogether for the Presbyterian Marriages: If ſo, what needed all 
70 this Buſtle againſt our Courts and Proceedings 2 Why will he nor 


10 ſtand the Teſt of the Laws, which he fays, are manifeſtly for 
him? Why ſo much time ſpent in Proving their Marriages Valid, 
tho againſf Law? Why do not the Gentlemen of Eſtates; and ma- 
ny of the Leading Miniſters themſelves Marry in their own way ? 
If they believe it the beſt. Our Author has Prov'd ir ſafe by the 
Laws, What then hinders fo many from venturing their Eſtätes on 


VS 


this New Diſcovery? ? | | 
That the Laws of the Land do countenance Presbyterian Mar- 
nages; is fo ſtrange a Paradox, that One of Moderate Curioſity 
would be pleas to hear ſome Tolerable Proof of it, and yet tis 
ſo palpably and notoriouſly falſe, that a Man runs a hazard of his 
Piſcretion, in examining ſuch reaſons as Sophiſtty may alledge for 
I 121 J iir N rail it. 
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che Vindicators Arguments, by which, he would Impoſe and E- 
ſtablich this New Project : And like the reſt of our Projectors now 


os 


in faſhion, he begins with a few Poſtulata. Firſt, That ee 


* Laus are uo further Oblgatory. than they are Ediſhing 
age 91. Very good Doctrine this, eſpecially where the ods 
3 the lake of Edification:; If this do not give every 
Man a handle of Rebellion that wants it, for my part I know no One 


e e thoſe of Milton, Ly mac tnc. Nicanor, that will 


His, Second Foſtulatum is: That the Civil Lats: 7His 
054 Nation are conſonant * the Laws of God and 3 

is agreeable to the Scriptures, muſe (eo Nomine) be uccor- 
ding to the Laws of the Land: This is true under certain Re- 
ſcrictions, which our Author has forgot: for if I take all the advan- 
tages againſt my Neighbour, that Ican by the Law. 1 ſhall;-be- but 
an indifferent obſerver of the Laws of God, and if 1,do-him ng 
more good Offices, than the Law binds me to, I ſhall prove no good 
Chriſtian. The End of theſe two Laws being divers; One for the 
Eſtabliſhment of Juſtice in Humane Society, The Other T Franſcen- 
ding that, and guiding us by Higher and Nobler Duties to happineſs 
in Heaven; Its ſufficient that the leſſer Law be not contrary, or re- 
pugnant to the greater: But to make them Oonvertible, and Recipro- 
cal to each other, is neither Honourable for the Lawof Gods Nor, 
ar ſome Men manage Scripture, i is it for the benefit of humane Society 
His Third Poſtulatum is, That God bas giuen to Mankind. 
perfect. Laws concerning all things. eſſential | ro Marriage Au 
all that is left, to Humane Prudence, is the Determination of. 


thangs Circumſtantial to it. If the Author pleaſes We willearry;this 


Maxim alittle further, and let it ſtand, for all the Pb f Reli3 
gion and Worſhip. And if he refuſes this; why ſhould We grant 
it for Marriage only: He can never Prove, that God has given 
perfect Laws for that alone, or that he has left the Cicumſtances of. 
it to humane Prudence 3 but has by himſelf Determin'd the Cir-, 
cumſtagces of all other Duties: ſo that I cannot ſee, whathegains: 
hy this Pofulatum, unleſs it be, that Marriage conſiſting Eſſential- 
ly i in the mutual Vow of the Parties Married, they are N g to 
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conform to ſuch further Circumſtances, as Humane Laws Direct. 


His Fourth Poſtulatum is, that the Civil Law may ſometime prohibit 
things, which when done, it cannot make Void. And give 1 


me Leave to add to this as true, and wiſe a Maxim. The 


Law may prohibit ſome things, which when done, it can again 
make Void. It prohibits all falſe Titles to Eſtates, and when 
that is done, when they are Set up, it makes them all Void. But 1 be- 
lieve it will puzzle our Author, to find many Inſtances of his Rule. He 
Propoſes that of a late Law of prohibiting Marriages, under a cer- 
tain Penalty: But by his Leave, it is no Inſtance at all; for if a Man 
will undergo the Penalty: 7hat Law has nothing further to ſay to him. 
Theſe are the Vindicator's Poſtulata. And now to his Inferences : 


Theſe he makes by Conſidering the Laws now in Force con- 


cerning Marriages the Firſt of which, he fays, 1s 33 Hen. 
8. Set 1. Cap. 6. Where the Law Hnuacts that all Marriages 
ſhall be Solemniz'd in the Face of the Church. Our Authors Inter- 
pretation of this is, before the Members of the Church, without 
any Prieſt or Perſon to Solemnize it. Had that been the Cuſtom 
or Practice in thoſe Days, there had been ſome Colour for ſo Ab- 
ſurd a Gloſs, and that the Law-Givers meant, the Face of the 
Church in the Senſe of this Author ; But I would adviſe him to 
ask his own Conſcience, whether he thinks they did ? I believe, 
all the Lawyers in the World, would never have found out ſuch a 
meaning in that Expreſſion ; and if he is not too Learned. in our 
Laws, I Pray him to conſult ſome of them. And I promiſe him, 


if any One of good Credit, will Subſcribe his Interpretation, I 


ſhall retract what I have ſaid againſt it. From this Statute he comes 
downto Charles 2d. But he ſhould have ſtopt a little, where he was; 

for by the 25. H. 8. It is declar'd, that the Canon Lawſhall bein Force, 
where it is not Repugnant to the Common Law, or Itatute Law, or 
Kings Prerogative : Now the Canon Law expreſly provides, thar | 
all Marriages ſhall be Solemniz'd by Perſons Epiſcopally oadain d, 

and no other: And unleſs our Author will Prove that to be Mar- 


_ ried by ſuch, is againſt Common, or Statute Law, ortheQueens 


4 1 


Prerogative ; I believe, that Canon Law is in good Force, and 
that by a Statute never yet Repeab d. : The 


—— — 


N 
The Statute of 17, 18. Car. 2. Heß. 5. Cp. 3. Is dür Vindi- 
cators next ſupport, where it is taid, That all Marriages had br So- 
lemnis d «thin this Kingdom finte the Firftl Day of May, 1642 

Before any Juſtice, wo hr Juſtice of the Peace of this King- 

dom, according to the Direction of An Act, or Ordinante 'of One or 
both "Houſes of Parliament, in England, or any Convention fitting dt 
Weſtminſter under that Name, ſhall be Fudg'd Valid in Law, "as 
F the (ame had been Solemniz'd according to the Rites and Ceremo- 
| gies 7 the Church of England: For hence our Author infers what 


never any other Man thought of. Firſt, that the Marriages Jo- 


lemnis d by the Directory were Lawful, and Ratified by a Parlia. 
ment of Ireland. O ſhameleſs Sophiſtry 1! The fame Argument 
will make the whole Uſurpation at that time Lawful, the Act of 


Indemnity and Oblivion pronounces all the Rebels good Subjects; 


and whatever they acted to be according to Law. If thoſe 


Marriages were Lawful, what needed a Subſequent Act to declare 


them ſo? Was there ever any Act of that Nature before? Certain- 
ly the true Natural Inference from that Clauſe, is ; that becauſe 
ſuch Marriages were Illegal and Solemniz'd by Perſons not having 
Authority ; therefore to Remedy and Pardon that Evil, the Par- 
lament have Ordain'd and Enacted that ſuch Marriages ſhall be 
udg'd Valid, as if the fame had been Solemniz'd accordingto the 
Rites and Ceremonies of the Church of England. And thofe words; 
(as if the ſame had been, ec.) do undoubtedly make the Solem- 
Teile according to the Rites of the Church of Englaud, the only 
eſt and Standard of Legal Marriages; for'tisa known Rule in good 
Reaſoning : 8 +if quod Unumquodque eft Tale: Illud ipfum eft 
Magis tale. If Marriages are Lawful becauſe they are Celebrated 
with the Ritesof the Church of Exgland ; Then the Solemnizing 
in that manner, is the only Teſt of Legal Marriages : And this 


e * Juſtification. But he ſhrewdly obſerves, if they were 


Im puri Congreſſus, Unclean Copulations, that Parliament word not, 
con d not Ratifie them; but might they not be true , e 


3 trats; tho Illegal? Might they not want the Sanction of the Law, 


a 


Prov d by an Act, which the Vindicator Cites in his own 


to declare and confirm the Validity of them? It's certain, this was 
what they wanted; and this that Ac of Parliament gave them: 
The Vindicator will never fee this Diſtinction, when 'tis againft 
him, tho” at other times, no body fo quick at it. | 
Hheefore [ part with him on this Head; 1 mult obſerve, that the 
Directory which he unluckily Quotes, is a ſtrong Argument againſt 
him. It is now (God be prais'd) laid aſide, with the Uſurp'd 
Powers that Enacted it: Yet there was this Remarkable from it, 
that the very Words of it Dire& the Miniſters Eftabliſh'd by Law 
to Solemnize Marriage, and that they ſhall do it in the Places ap- 
pointed by Authority for Publick Worſhip. That Illegal Ordinance 
being Repeal'd ; the Miniſters of the Church of /reland, are now 
the Miniiters Eſtabliſh'd by Law, and their Churches, the only 
Places appointed by Authority for Publick Worſhip : ſothatinmo- 
deity they ſhould allow to the preſent Eſtabliſhment, what they 
Engroſs'd to themſelves by the Uſurpation. Yet becauſe theſe 
Times are long ſince paſt, and ſome People do not care to hear of 
them ; the Vindicator muſt ſuffer me, to give a more home and 
Parallel Inſtance to him and his Brethren, viz. An Act of Parlia- 
ment made in Scotland, Aug. 3oth, 1698. Againſt Clandeſtine und 
Irregular Martiages ; In which it is Enacted, that not only the 
Miniſters Solemnizing ſuch Marriages, ſhall be Impriſon'd, Baniſh'd, . 
and Fin'd ; but the very Witneſſes preſent at them, ſha!l be Fin'd 
in ſevere Penalties, 100 J. Scots, totres quoties; and if they be in- 
ſolvent, ſhallvePuniſh'd in their Bodies. Now the preſent Practice 
in Scotland explains ſufficiently the Intention of the Act; for they 
make it extend tothe Epiſcopal Clergy, Marrying thoſe of theirown 
Perſwaſion; and they have too fad reaſons to believe, that they are 
the Perſons againſt whom the Act was particularly Deſign'd. 
Now if the Presbyterian Miniſters of Scotland, do think this and 
other Laws there, are a warrant to them, to Solemnize all Mar- 
riages, even of Perſons differing from them in Religion; ſure our 
Author will grant, that we have as good reaſon to infiſt on the Laws 
of this Kingdom for our Warrant: For he who upon Occaſion 
finds fo Hoſpitable a Refuge among them, can never believe any” 
of their Practices unjuſt, nor that Church blamcable which imitates 
mem. But from this Practice of theirs, I may (after the Vindica-" 
CLOGS! „ | 3 OS | 1 2 FITS # | FEI 98 
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tors Laudable Example) reproach that Church for denying Epiſ- 

copal, Ordination; and tellꝰem, that they have no Miniſters, but only 
Intruders; and that they Condemn all other Reform'd Churches, 
(who Unanimouſly own the Validity of Epiſcopal Orders) in re- 
fuiing the Epiſcopal Clergy in Scotland, the Power to Marry thoſe 
of their own Perſwaſion. I would calmly ask our Author, whe- 
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ther he thinks theſe Reflections well grounded, upon the preſent | *© 
Practice of the Church of Scotland? I am ſure, if he diſproves [ 
u 

h 
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them, he manifeſtly Condemns himſelf. 
From that Act of King Charles the Second, Our Author makes 
one ſtep to the Reign of King WWillam the Third:; For hisRea- 


ders are to underſtand „that he never once heard of An Adt of Uni- t 
formity for Publick Prayers, and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 1 
and other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church, according to the | * 


uſe of the Church of Ireland. Had he known this; ? tis impoſſible, tl 
he could have ſaid, that the Laws of this Kingdom do Ratific Pres- 
Hterian Marriages ; for there he would have found, The Form o, ſc 


Solemni⁊ation of Matrimony, Eſtablishꝰ d by Law . The Banns to 11 
be Publiſh'd in Church, three times ; the Church, the only Place ;| 
appointed for Solemnizing it: And the Prieſt. or Curate, the | © 
Perſon to perform it; and all his One would 1magine, amounts #1 
to a Legal Eſlabliſhment of Marriage. But poſſibly in anſwer to 3 
all this, the Vindicator might tell us, that the Church theremeant, f. 
is the Meeting: Houſe, the Curate the Presbyterian Miniſter, and | 41! 
the Banns, ſuch notice, as they give in their Congregations; for 1 
this is juſt as reaſonable, as his Comment upon the Ihe Statute 7 


33 H. 8. And if he does return this Anſwer, I muſt- Confeſs, he A 
has ſilenc'd me. I have nothing to Urge againſt ſuch. Expoſiti- > 
ons of the Law ; and therefore I proceed to his laſt Ac. 9 Will. Ni 

3d. C. 28. Where it is Enacted, that if any Miniſter, Pricft, or h 
any Perſon whatever, ſhall Marry a Proteſtant. Maid or. Woman br 
I 4 750 500 l. to a Papiſt, he ſhall ſuffer a Ttars Impriſonmentand For- e; 
eit 20 Pounds. And if they or any, of them Marty any Alu. : 
out Certificate, &c. then they are io Pay 20 Pounds. 7h 
From which our Author obſerves, . Firſt, That Proteſtant. 1 . 
 wiſters, Popih Prieſts, and other Perſons do Marry. ,07 Jon: in Mar- C 

_ rage. If they do, is it by like or equal Authority! He that is 


Q 2 


neither Proteſtant Miniſter, nor Popiſh Pricſt, is neither Prieſt 


nor Miniſter at all. Will our Author ſay, that a meer Lay Man, is 


equally Authoriz d? Upon ſecond thoughts, he will not: being he 


has ſo warmly Diſputed for the Expediency and Neccflity ofa Mi- 


niſter to Perform it. But what every Impartial Man would infer, 
That, is, that ſeveral Perſons pretend to Marry, who have no Au- 
thority, and yet Impoſe upon the People. Ifany Law ſhould Pro- 
hibit all Phyſicians, Doctors, Chyrurgeons and other Perſons to 
uſe Opium, or Mercury ; would it bea Reaſonable inference from 
hence, that all other Perſons are equally Qualified to Practice Phy- 
ſick or Chyrurgery, with the Doctors and Chyrurgeons? yet is 
this Juſt the Counterpart of the Vindicators firſt Obſeryation. 
His Second is, That ſuch Marriages are not Declared Null: No, 
they are Irregular, but not Null ; the Contracts may be Valid, but 


the Solemnity Illegal. 3 
His Third Obſervation is, That the Marriage Penalty is the. 


ſame: which I confeſs is ſo Profound, that I do not comprehend 
it af all, | 


His Fourth is, hat is not forbidden by the Law, is permitted, 
and that Law not forbidding any, but certain Marriages Sperified | 


in the Af, all others are permitted; which is juſt as good reaſoning, 
as if becauſe the Law againſt Treaſon does not forbid Felony, there- 


fore Stealing is permitted ; or becauſe ſuch a Law, as I betore in- 
ſtanc'd, does only Prohibit Opium or Mercury,; therefore it allows 


the uſe of every other Poyſon. Or becauſe this very Law only 


Prohibits the Intermarriage of Proteſtants with Papiſts ; therefore 


it allows Marriage between Prateſtants and Turks, or Pagans. 


His Fifth Obſervation is, Marriage by Papiſts holds, and why 


not by Proteſtant Miniſters? and why not? (ſay I.) For my part I 
hold them equally Legal and Valid, whether they the Presbyterians, 


be Miniſters or no ; or in the Rank of other Perſons; tor that all, 
except thoſe of the Eſtabliſl'd Miniſtry, are Illegal. 


_ His Sixth Obſervation is, That tho their Marriages were Illegal, 


the Clergy are not the proper Judges of them; neither are the Eecle- 


ſraltical Courts, but the Temporal ; and theſe not having taken au 


 Copnizance of them for 80 Tears, nor found any Diſadvantage 
by them, but their Marriages having all the Effects in Law, wit® 
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150 f of the Eftabli fd Church, as Adminiſtrations grant- 
ed, Willsprov'd, &c. therefore they look upon themſelves 
as Legally Married. In anſwer to which, I can only ſay,that the Vali- 
dity of Marriage, may be Queſtion'd Originally, in either Court, Ec- 
_ clefiaſtical or Temporal ; but the Ultimate Deciſion, muſt be in the 
Eccleſiaſtical, or by Delegates. As 70 Adminiſtrations and Probat 
of Wills ; they are conſtantly granted, where no Body opppoſes 
them ; for no Court can tell, by whom any Man is Marry'd, till 
it be brought Legally before them; and the Law preſumes every Man. 
Frue and Law ful, till the contrary beprov'd; or atleaſt ſuggeſted. 
Bur can Our Author ſay, that ever Adanalifitcation was granted, or 
Will prov'd, where a Caveat was firſt Enter'd ? Or that ever any. 
Presbyterian Marriage, orany One Claiming by and under it, had 
the better of him, that was next Heir, before fuch Marriage: 
whether upon any Controverted. Title, which depended on the 


Page 33. 


Validity of a Presbyterian Marriage, the * ever yet declard 


ſuch Marriages Good and Legal? 

II will Inſtance to him a Cafe in Fact to the contrary. It was 
the Caſe of Gold and Heydon, before a Court of Delegates, which 
is the laſt Reſort of Juſtice in England, Heydon came to demand 
85 Adminiſtration. to his Wife; Gold deny'd the Marriage, as done 


© 1n a Sabbatarian Meeting-Houſe, and by a Perfon not Epiſco-- 
& pally Ordain'd'; of this there was full Proof, and after aSolemn 
© hearing before ſome of the moſt Learned Lords, both Temporal. 
and Spiritual; and ſeveralof the Profoundeſt Judges: The Delegates 
© confirm'd the Sentence of the Prerogative, and Adminiſtration 
was deny'd to Heydor, and confirm'd to Gold. This I preſume 
puts it beyond Diſpute, whether their Marriages. have. the ſame. 
Effects in Law with thoſe of the Eſtabliſh'd Church. And this 
« was a Caſe ſo lately Argu'd and Decided in England, that the Vin- 
dicator may {no doubt) be tully ſatisfied in it, from many of his 


N 


© Acquaintance. 


As to the 80 Tears Poſſe on of this Practice or - Right if Mar- 1 


rying, I ſuppoſe it, a figure of Rhetorick, like that Which calls 


the Diſſenters, 8 parts in to of this Whole Kingdom ;- Or that 
which makes them Sole Poſſefſors of the North of Ireland: a mo- 


deſt way of computing themſelves, and over looking their Neigh- 
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J believe, it will require this Authors ſecond Computati- 
on to Aſſign any time of undiſturb'd boſſeſſion, except that, when 


bours: 


the Laws themſelves were overturn'd. They have been from 
time to time preſented for this practice,; and have almoſt as often 
promis'd to reform it ; ſometimes they have Palliated it, and only 


— 


ſaid, that they have Bleſs'd the Marriage; ſometimes they ex 
cuſe it, by ſaying, The Wealthier ſort, both of Miniſters and Peo- 


ple, do Marry by our Office ; 
labour with their Fehple to conform to ir. 
ly, that any of them were ſo hardy, as. to own it publickly. 
The Firſt Certificate of Marriage by a Presbyterian Miniſter 
that could be obtain'd, is not yet of Four Years ſtanding : And this 
was ſorc'd from him by a Profecution of the Parties Marry” d. The 


Bi ſhops and Judges of the Eccleſiaſtical Courts have endeavour'd 
by all the Methods of Lenity and Perſwaſion to make them forbear 


this practice: ſo that many of their Marriages have been wholly over- 
look'd, the Proſecution of others defer'd, and often dropt; and 
in this, as in all other Reſpects, they have been treated with great 
Tenderneſs; 


the Mader ation they have ſhewn, now turu'd into an Argument 4- 
Lainſt them, 


them Our Authors Rule will certainly take place , 


here, Qued ab initio non valuit Tractu temports non valebit: e 


That which was wrong from the beginning, will not grow right or 
- Legal by any length of time, no not in 80 Years; 


And ſince he is pleaſed to affirm, that there is no difadvantagetc to 


Specimen of the many Iuconveniencies of it, and leave itito his, and 
erg ſerious Man's conſideration : _ 6 

Firſt chen, The giving any Number order of Men a liberty to 
diſobey the Laws under a meer pretence of Conſcience or Religion ; 


is a maniteſt diſadvantage to the publick; and that this is no more, 


than bare Pretence in the Presbyterian Miniſters in the North of 


and promiſe, how much they would. 
And tis but very late- 


inſomuch, that the Eſtabliſh'd. Clergy may well be 
Tufpriz'd; co ſee themſelves reproach d for their Indulgence-; And 


Vet are the Inconveniencies of Allowing Toe Mar- 
riages ſo many and grievous ; that could they be Prov'd. of 80 Years 
Practice (Which i is impoſſible) tis now full time to put a ſtoꝑ to 


the Publick by ſuffering this practice, I ſhall ſet before him a ſbort 


Terland is nin from the contrarv practice of their Brethren in Eu. 


A 


gland, and inthe other parts of Ireland, but ſeems more demon- 
itrably ſo, from this Author's Confeſſion, that Marriage is no ne- 
ceſſai) or Eſſential part of the Miniſterial Office; and conſequently 
cannot be a matter of Religion or Conſcience for them to perform. 
Secondly, The ſuffering this in the Miniſters, may prove 4,dan- 
gerous precedent to the People, v ho may at any time ſet up the ſame 
" pretence of Conſcience, to juſtiſie their Diſobedience to the Govern- 
ment. I am far from abridging Mens liberty of Conſcience in 
matters of pure Religion or Worſhip; but to e a Civil Concern, b 
and the Magiſtrates power in them, to become a ſcruple of Con- 1 
ſcience, is certainly à practice of very miſchievous Influence, 
_ * Thirdly,” The opportunity hereby given to wicked Men, to take 
more Wives than One, is a diſmal Inconvenience. Mens Virtue : 
in this Age, is too feeble to reſtrain them from Sin, without the ap- 
prehenſion of temporal Puniſhments, and the Law has made that ſe 
of Bigamy, or Marry ing two Wives a Capital Crime : But this bl 


practice effectually prevents the Puniſiment; for if a Man be brought _ 
ro his Tryal for having two Wives, and it be prov'd, that he Mar- * 


ried One according to the Eftabliſh'd Form; and the other „ by a lid 


Presbyterian Miniſter, the Law can take no cognizance of this 14 
latter Marriage; and ſo Wiekedneſs eſcapes unpumth'd. And this 5 
inconvenience has happen'd-more than once; and therefore ought P 


to be duly laid to heart, by thoſe who open a gap for it. * 
Wu thly; A Man forſaking his Wife, or a Woman her Husband, 
who have been Married in the Presbyterian VVay, both the one Hy 
and the other, are totally left without any remedy by our Laws : | 
The Man cannot recover his eloping V Vite, if ſhe plead no Mar- 4 
riage; neither can the forſaken VVife Sue her Husband for Main- Pra 
tenance or Alimony, if he alledges the ſame Plea: And whether fo 
great a Grievance as this ought to be ſuffer d in any good Govern- inte 
ment, every rational Man may judge. | at Fees far 
 Fifibly, If a Man has had Children by a V Vife which he Mar- / 
ried in the Presbyterian'V Vay, and after her Death, he Marries a- wide 
nother by the Eftabliſh'd form, and has Children likewiſe by her; emal 
theſe latter Children may wholly exclude the former from any ſhare | 
of their fathers Inheritance, and even from his perſonal Eſtate, un- 
leſs care be taken to ſettle this by VVull, or otherwiſe : And 


. 1 


Man would run the hazard of ſo many Miſchiefs, both to himſelf 


ſmall profit or Emolument ro themſelves: They would rather ad- 


what Diſcord this may cauſe among Children, and what Confuſion 
and Deſtruction it may bring upon Mens Eſtates, is not neceſſary to 

6 eee ROS ET. | 
 Sixthly, No Adminiſtration can be granted to the Widows and 

Orphans of ſuch Marriages, where the nextof Kin is pleas'd to pur 
in a Caveat, and make his Claim: And this is evident from daily 
praftice ; and particularly from the caſe of Gold, and Heydon, . 
which I have juſt now cited. 35 | 1 ON 

Seventhly, The laſt Wills and Teſtaments of many Men, may 
be defeated by theſe Marriages; and their Eſtates go to Perſons re- 
mote, and perhaps undeſerving; and our Laws have no way to pre- 
vent it; if Men will run themſelves, or ſuffer others to lead them 
into theſe unhappy ſnares, which a due ſubjecionto the Laws would: 
in time have hinder d. „ | 

Eizhtly, Tho Perſons of little or no Fortunes may think them- 
ſelves unconcern'd, in theſe Inconveniencies; yet it ſhould trou- 
ble them too, to conſider, that if their Children are advanc'd inthe 

World, they are ſubje& to the ſame Misfortunes ; and in the mean 
time, the. Laws and Government, under which they live, are ob- 
lidg'd to look upon them, as living Incontinently; and they are 
liable to the conſtant vexations and troubles, which this may bring 
upon them and their Poſteriry. | SE. 

- T heartily wiſh, that the Gentlemen who fill the Peoples heads, 
with ſcruples againſt our Marriage, would fairly lay theſe inconve- 
niencies before them; -and'let them ballance one againſt the other. 
It ſhould be ſomething more than a doubt or ſcruple, for which a 


and his Poſterity : Theſe are but ſome of the Diſadvantages of this 
Practice; and our Author and his Northern Brethren” would do 
well to conſider, whether they as Paſtors do well to lead their Flocks 
into ſuch dangers, for what themſel ves own, to be neither neceſ- 

ſary nor eſſential to Marriage. If they had that love and regard to 
them, which they pretend, and in Conſcience ought to have, they 

would be far from inſuating them into ſuch-Dangers, meerly for a 


moniſh them to beware of theſe Inconyeniencies; and adviſe them 
kor their own, and their Childrens good, to be ſubject to the Laws, 


Wa | 4 | 4 ara 


and their Governors; in a matter, herein their Confencies and 
Religion can be no ways injur'd. Would they oncedothis, (which 


{ome of them have promis d, and how they have perform'd, is be- 


tween God, and their own Conſciences) then for a remedy of all 
paſt Diſadvantages, they might obtain an Ac of Parliament, and 


| dare venture, from my Knowledge of the temper and moderation 


of moſt of our preſent. Biſhops ; toaſſure them, that their Lord- 
ſhips would be the Firſt, and moſt Zealous to promote and procure 
it. Bur whilſt they perſiſt in ſo illegal a practice, ang contrary to 
Promiſe, do encourage and uphold their People in it; and to juſtifie 
their own Irregularities, will fall foul on the Biſhops, the Clergy, 
and the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, meerly for doing their Duty: This 
I think, is not the way to vindicate themſelves, or to prevail with 
the Government to favour them. It is not their repreſenting them 
ſelves as eight parts in ten of the People, that can fright a Govern- 
ment ſo happy in the hearts of all, Subjetts, as this is, Nor yet the 
repreſenting the whole Clergy, as Mercenary and vexatious, to them 
who know the contrary, that will ever gain their Point. Truth, 
and Gratitude for the liberty they enjoy, may be an inducement to 
further favours to them. But they groſsly miſtake the Government, 
and over - value themſelves, if they hope by threatning, or by miſ- 
repreſenting their numbers, or the Eſtabliſh'd Clergy, to force that 
from their Governours, which they are perhaps very inclinable on 
other terms to grant; and a Word to them, who are generally wiſe 
enough to ſee their own advantage, is I hope, ſufficient on this Head. 
But I mult not overlook the great Authorities of the Lord Chief- 
Juſtice Hales, and the preſent Lord Biſhop of Salisbury, which 
our Author has ptoduc d to prove the Laws, to favour Presbyterian 
Marriages; the Caſe is cited by the Biſhop in the Life of Chief 
Juſtice Hales, which his Lordſhip Writ a good many Years ſince; 
and it is of a Quakers Marriage, which therefore will not ſquare to 


o 


vails neither the one, nor the other. 


A Quaker was Sued for a Debt due by his Wife, with whom he 
had long cobabited; and who conſequently wastaken by all ms Neigh- 


a Presbyterians. But to ſtate the Matter truly, will ſhew that it a- 
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plead the invalidity and illeg lity of his own Mantiage. This ap- 
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© bours for his Wife. The Quaker to defraud the Creditor, would 
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Peak! 

J ing fo directed the Jury not to go upon the Iſſue of the Man 
c whether Valid, or no; but to Enquire, whether the Debt was bonz 
de, a juſt Debt contraqted, and the Jury had no other part in it, but 
to ile the Judges Direction: If this be the true State of the Caſe 
(a it will be certainly found: when it appears in the Reports of the 
Awyers) and till it appear there, and certified by the Judges, it has 
no Authority as a Preſident /I fay ) if it be thus, I would ask any in- 
different Man, what it ſerves for, to the Vindicators purpoſe. Yes: 
(ſays. hs) you have the Judgment of a great Judge, and Learned Bi- 
ſhop for us: No, not even as he himſelf has Stated it; the moſt that 
can be made of it, is, that the Judge and the Biſhop both thought i it 
convenient, that all Parties Married in their own way ſhould have 
the Effect and Benefit of the Law, but neither of them. fay ; that as 
the Law now ſtands, they are Intitled to it. f 
The reſt of this Chapter is taken up, in a tedious: Quotation out of 
Dr: Codolphin, concerning the Original and Progreſs of the Canon Late. 
And 1 might find Authors of as good Authority and Credit, and pro- 
duce as long Harangues, an and to as much purpoſe to ballance againſt | 
him: But I Confeſs, I cannot comprehendthatany One Line in that 
whole Quotation, tends to Vindicate the Presbyterian- Marriages ; ; 
and therefore, "cis quite foreign to my buſineſs to take any notice of 
it. All I ſhall do, is fairly to tell my Reader, that the Vindicator has 
five or fix Pages filld with ſuch a Quotation; and if he can make any 
thing of it, thither Trefer him, for my part, lam not aſham'd 0 

own 128 „ 
There is a Word or Two of the Difpeniir ing Power towards the 
Cloſe of that Chapter which, may deſerve a Remark :. The Author 
would infingate, that nothing but the Canons and | Conſtitutions of this 
Church, hinders their Marriages from being Good. and Legal,; that | 
the Huren as Supreme Headupon Earth, of the Church of Ireland. ina * 
a dif eile with theſe Canons ; and. that She has Aftually Diſpens'd in 
# s Font. of the Diſſenters Mar KLAges,. and. conſequently the Clergy are 
. to, Her Maieſthy no. leſ 5 than to them, in giving them any 
ore e trouble onthat Score: If the Authorreally believes; that the Queens 
[ has Diſpens'd with the Canons, run does he not Produce and Plead 
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thar Diſpenſation in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts? Why does he troubl 
the World and himſelf with his Vindications ? He too my know 
Fae O07 Alien to be EO and Groundleſs: % 


Ta 


| T ws 
Firſt, He knows that there are Acts of Parliament as well as Canons, 
to be Diſpens'd with in this Caſe, and that the laſt Advice given toa 4 
Crown'd-Head about Diſpenſing with the Laws, provd very Fatal ; 1 
and therefore he ſhould have touch'd that part more tenderly, tis v 
Highly Criminal and Dangerous for Subjects to adviſe their Sovereigns a- 4 
gainſt known Laws. But God be prais'd, the Vindicator is no Privy Coun- I 
cellor ; ſo that Her Majeſty and the Laws are till ſafe, and in ſure Hands. te 
Neither in the Second place is it true, that he Sovereign Power p 
can Diſpenſe with all the Canons. Many of them being injoyn'd An- b 
tecedently, even by the Divine Law ; and Others upon ſuch Subjects, c 
wherein Humane Powers have no further to do, than toEnforce the d 
Obſervation of Moral Duties; and ſome concerning ſuch Rights of 10 
he Crown, as the Supremacy, Gc. Which no Sovereign can part with. 
Neither is it true in the Third place; That all the Canons receive 
their whole Furce and Sanction from the Crown ; for as they are the Decrees 
of a National Council, they oblige all Perſons under the Juriſdicti- 
on of that National Church, in Conſcience; as ſoon as they are 
known, to be the Decrees of ſuch a Council : And that which the 
Power of the Civil Magiſtrate does add to them, is, to give them the 
Power and Sanction of a Temporal Law ; and this we own, tobe all 
the Force/and Power they have in foro extern... © 
In the/laſt place, it is not true that Her Majeſty has Diſpen/d with the 
Canons, tho the Diſſenters in Ireland are at preſent ſafe and undiſtur bd 
under a Connivance ; but eſpecially with thoſe which relate to Irregular 
Marriages. Even in England the Diſſenters who have a Toleration 
by Act of Parliaments do not pretend to any-Exemption from the 
Laws which concern Marriages, and certainly much leſs are they Ex- 
empted in Ireland, where the utmoſt they have to rely upon, is a 
Connivance; which in other words, is but winking at Faults which 
they do not think fitat preſent to Puniſh : For my part, I Envy them 
nota Legal Toleration, whenever by their Modeſty, Temper, and Grati- 
rude, they ſhew themſelves Subjects duly Qualified for it; In the mc an 
time, if they have any Diſpenſation from Her Majeſty, we Challenge 
them to Produceit ; and promiſe ſincerely to Obey it, wheneverthey do. 


FF Have now follow'd our Author, and J hope pretty cloſely, to his | 
concluding Chapter; which confiſting chiefly in Repetitions and 

"ummaries of what went before, will probably require more of my 

\sader's patience, and leſs of his time, than the former. Hie 
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His Firſt Cavil in it, is that old on 


Id one, of Marriages Solemniæ d Clan- 
Aelſinelh, and being Married and not Married; which is already anſwer d. 
The Second is againſt the Libel exhibited. an the Ecclęſtaſtical Courts, 
which has likewiſe been conſider'd ; but to this he adds, the compoun- 
ding with the Official, to blot out the damnable Sin uf Formcation ; which 
I muſt tell him, is a damnable Slander and Calumny, and muſt (tick 
to him as ſuch, till he produces ſome Inſtances of the Officials Com- 
pounding that or any other Sin for Money : And will further aſſure 
him, that the Church and Clergy will be oblig'd to him for the Diſ- 
covery; that the World may ſee how much they favour the Compoun- 
ding of Crimes for Money ; and how juſtly our Author and his Friends 
imputes it to them : And I make this a Challenge to the Author; 
which if he does not anſwer, he lyes under the Infamy of Calumnis- 
tingand Slandring. After this, he falls into a moſt learn'd and perti- 
nent Digreſſion, about the nature of Fornication ; and were I in 
the humour of digreſſing from the Subject, I would follow him; but 
as it is, I ſubſcribe to his Learning and Judgment on that Head. He 
then comes upon us with Ten Reaſons; in order, to ſhew the Inno- 
cence and Validity of their Marriages; every one of which, is fully 
and fairly anſwer'd, by that eaſie diſtinction of the mutual Vote, in 
which Marriage conſiſts; and the Declaration and Confirmation of it 
to ſatisfie the Publick. We own the firlt indiſſolvable; but deny it tq 
have its effects in Law er Society, till it have the Legal Ratification; 
And our Author has Studiouſly confounded theſe two through this 
%% lh, io ˙ 
At length he ſeriouſly concludes his Vindication, with recommending 
ſome few things to the conſideration of the Judges and Officers of the 
Official Courts: As Firſt, /hether Chriſt committed to them the powe 
of the Keys? to which I anſwer; to the Clergy-Judges, he did; te 
the others he did not; and neither one nor the other doExcommunicateor Ab 
ſolve uateuus Judges s but upon hearing and Judging of the Crimes, do ordet 
the Parochial Miniſters to pronounce Excommun cation: And this may ferve te 
er his ſecend Queſtion, whether they the udges do hold the power of the Key 
by Delagation from the Binbops. And likewiſe the Thiid, That ſince tbe . 

1 Bichops cannot Delagate 5 how aangerous it i to nun in Chriſt*s Name, FI ph, "ga 
when he is not ſent. The Judges are proper Officers to direct thoſe thy the Ang 
in whom the Power of the Keys is, to exert that power which is tot s belt 
in them; when they have judg'd of the nature of the Crime, His Thopghtys 5 
Fourth Conſideration is a meer Rant againſt the Eccleſiaſtical Poe 
Judges; he arraigns them for, ding by Pepiib Canons noi pg, 
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rhichris falſe z for they are purgꝰd of ee ee eee ede. 
don no in fo ce, hat is repugnant to eurLaws, or the Prerogative. He goes: 
on te tell chem, th at the love of Money manages every thing in their Cost; That the. 
Weapons of their Warfare are but Carnal, and io maintain their owuftrong-Holdr, not to 
pail down Suan. Then he asks a medley of Queſtions concerning our'Conformitry. 
jo the PromitiveChnurcbes 5 which mig hteafily. beanſwer?d by ſay ing, that before 
their Eſtabliſhment byte Civil Power, theit Cenſures took effeſt in Mens 
Qonſchegpies j chat after wards they us'd much the ſame;Merhods that we do. 
Then he adviſesus.to tar at bome and he coment with our Charter from Milljam. 
the Conguerer, iche ſub du d aur Church tothe Pope and a bundance of this Treat- 
ment the Modeſt Vindicator is pleas?d robeftow upon us. His Arguments are 
Already conſider d. His railings” I Have nothing to retornto, but pray God, to turn his 
eh: 


bat, urglotnkeetins ſenſible, whe Indy co etl Gods Miniſters, s,, | 
e no herd e 
here troubles, and 18 a Paſſionate Plea. for Peace and forbearance. Tothe fame, ard to 
FourBrethren'wha Diſſent from ds, I make-theſame-Addreſs, and with thie ſame 
zarnefinels;: beſeeching them to conſider, who it is that fitſt breaks in upon that Peace 

Union, which hae for ſame time, deen {0-bappily Ging on let mean ug? Whether the 
enters have not enjay:'d a full libercy,of Conſcience hitherto; and not content with 
Bat; are nowbe 222 


. 
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ning to iner oa er on the Civil Power? Whether ie be not a widening 
if iche Rach, tome thatan Attiele of Communion, which no Church ever claim d 
Right, but the Papiſts and theinſelves? Whether they have not à perfect free Ex- 
reife-of their Religion and Worſhip, without the liberty of Marrying.2 Whether it be 2 
pod Return to the Civil Powers for the Indulgence given, to wreſt their Authority out 
their Handbpandreptoachand reviteithat Church which they are of, for not giving itup? 

ſpethex be noh time bo give out Enemies an advantige by our. further Dixiſions; 
When o 


hen fo many, Good: Men are Endeaveuring te heal them ? Whether claiming ano; 
en Right, ü nor n Occaſſon of Diſſention; and whether the Eſhbliſh's Church 
have not bern in Peaceable poſſeſſion of the Right of Marrying, lung before any Pre · 
ence of the Niſſenter to it? In a Word, the Church and, Clergy have. this to anſwer 

© God, *nd their own Cenſciences, that in this Dispute, they have not been th Age 
reflors; bur whilitchey Labowr'd for Peace, others ſought the Occzlion;;and- bee d 
em fehves for Barkle FheVindieator has dufficientipupbraided the Eftablith'd Cler- 
Ns if they, in efſereing-this Right had purpoſely done it. 20 Darrel ith the Duſſen- 
ws, or to ad gauge their amn gain; But I hope, What has- been ſaid, will leeure, * 
bem wich ak indifferent Men apaipft-chis Cilumny, It is a Charge given into their 
kds by the'Laws of their Country, and uke Pose and Intereſt of Pimilics depend? 
pon itz and the Clergy think themſelves accountabie to God. and their Gefu, 

er the Miſchiefs.a0d Conſuſiom which muſt attend, the D flenters being allow d..to. 
Barry ; if they can fairly and Legally preventit; aum great the are, hag. been in, 
bme meaſure provid, The B. ops have lat ly 221 , Admonitions, tO. warn the 
Ftnters-ro de fit from their Hlegal Practice, and chef this way as thelofteft cq pr. = 
ail with Men of Reaton and Temper. It thisnorwithffanding they will Fürce the 
Rabliſkd. Clergy to a flert thit Right by L,] f the. Con ehen Iacenveme netesdte a 
beit hays, rn Met will not be frighter'd -frpm their Duty; by falte\ and; BopuAr: | 
es of- eile cation, and eſpecially when: they, are aſſur d, that their Prineipies and 
bl ibes do evidence the Contrary? i in VF 
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